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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS: 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetopr- 
pe AND INTELLIGENCE) is @ centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Trave!lers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 











foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
~ COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of £2 4s. 6d. per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Developuey and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 

ndon, S.W. 1. 





FORM K. 


1%i.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
frms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the local bank 





references of the firms concerned, goods particularly 
required, terms of trading and language in which cor- 
respondence should be carried on, is furnished to the 
Department on a prescribed form, which is known 48 
Form K, 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Sritts 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows: — 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 

2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 

That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘orm K, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, §.W. 1), or through bodies 


affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 








THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 25th September are 
given below. 

The output for the week ended 25th September was 
4,834,000 tons, against 4,692,900 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,606,800 tons in the corresponding long 
week in Northumberland and Durham, 

It is to be noted that the official figures of the output 
for the week ended 18th September have been adjusted 
to 606,100 tons for the Derby, Nottingham and Leicester 
area, making the total output 4,692,000 tons instead 
of 4,708,900 tons, as previously announced. 

The output for the week ended 25th September is the 
largest since the middle of June. 

4th Sept.11th Sept.18th Sept.25th Sept. 





Tons. Tons. Tons. Tops. 
Northumberland .. .. 226,200 245,800 228500 242,000 
Durham a “ .. 620,900 638,900 616,600 655,800 
Yorkshire .. = .. 772,300 658,300 735,100 777,800 
Lancashire, Cheshire and 
North Wales... .. 444,900 414,300 422.500 447,800 
Derby, Nottingham, and 
Leicester 595,000 566,700 606,100 612,800 
Stafford Shropshire, War- 
wick, and Worcester. 363,300 363,500 363,100 369,800 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire as ‘ 966,300 959,800 959,800 975,400 
Othe English Districts .. 105,100 105,000 102,600 ~~ 105,500 
Scotland - .. 656,900 654,500 658,600 647,100 
Total .. - .. 4,750,900 4,606,800 4,692,900 4,834,000 








FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 27th 
September, 1919,.is given below :— 


1919. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 

October 4th ... 2,871,610 March 27th ... 4,879,192 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 April 3rd _...... 3,979,747 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 April 10th ...... 3,337,793 
October 25th ... 4,761,037 Apml 17th ...... 4,833,072 
November Ist... 4,674,532 April 24th ...... 4,989,666 
November 8th 4,804,456 May Ist ......... 4,564,564 
November 15th 4,679,402 May 8th ......... 4,674,302 
November 22nd 4,767,578 May 15th ...... 4,860,668 
November 29th 4,762,729 May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 
December 6th 4 808,524 May 29th ...... 3,199,947 
December 13th 4,886,156 June 5dth......... 4,718,183 
December 20th 4,910,106 June 12th ...... 4,769,824 
December 27th 3,352,603 June 19th ...... 4,873,737 

1920. June 26th ...... 4,685,524 
January 3rd_ ... 3,494,712 July 3rd __...... 4,734,651 
January 10th ... 4,540,723 July 10th ...... 4,676,328 
January 17th ... 4,902,906 July 17th ...... 4,665,546 
January 24th ... 4,851,521 July 24th ...... 4,284,419 
January 3lst ... 4,866,066 July 31st ...... 4,565,200 
February 7th ... 4,846,167 August 7th ...... 3,086,700 


February 14th 4,897,311 August 14th ... 4,595,200 
February 21st 4,855,845 August 21st ... 4,697,200 


February 28th 4,835,928 August 28th ... 4,590,600 
March 6th ...... 4,852,427 September 4th 4,750,900 
March 13th ... 4,900,640 September 11th 4,606,800 


March 20th ... 4,872,642 September 18th 4,692,900 
September 25th 4,834,000 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 





CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The twentieth meeting of the Cement and Mortar 
Sectional Committee of the Building Materials Sub- 
Committee (Prices and Trusts) was held on 27th 
September, when the draft Report on Cement and Sand 
was discussed and the preparation of the Report on 
Lime was also given consideration. 


| 


| 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued, 





The forty-fourth meeting of the Standing Committe, 
on Trusts was held on 28th September. 

The fourth meeting of the Yeast Sub-Committg, 
(Trusts) was held on the same date, when further eyjg. 
ence was taken. 

The twenty-fifth meeting of the Motor Fuel Sub. Com. 
mittee (Prices) was held on 29th September, whe, 
evidence was taken from principal importers regarding 
the recent increase in price of Petrol. 

A Complaints Tribunal sat at the Hotel Windsor oy 
30th September, with Mr. W. Marshall Freeman in the 
chair, to hear two cases of alleged profiteering, The 
compl: inant in the first case was Mr. W. Shaw, Leeds 
and the respondents were Messrs. Graham and 
Flemming, Halifax. The complaint related to costing 
for a boiler, which were charged at the rate of £7 10s 
per ewt., whereas another manufacturer was charging 

£2 15s, per ewt The Tribunal ordered a refund of ey 

The complainants in the second case were Messrs, Ly 
and Thomas, Monmouth, and the respondents homing 
Tlrederick Hill and Co., Birmingh: am. The complainants 
stated that No. 4 japanned ‘ Perfect ’’ shovels wers 
invoiced at 20s. per dozen, whereas shovels of superior 
quality had been supplied to complainants by anothe 
Birmingham firm at 9s. per dozen. The Tribunal 
declared a reasonable price to be 13s. per dozen, ang 
ordered the invoice to be amended accordingly. 

The eighth meeting of the Hosiery Sub- Committe: 
(Prices) was held on the same date. 

A joint meeting of the Investigation of Prices Stand. 
inz Committee and the Standing Committee on Trusts 
was held on Ist October, when Sub-Committees were 
appointed to consider schemes submitted for the volun- 
tary limitation of profits in the following trades: 
Puilders’ Merchants, Ready-made Clothing, and Dyeing 
and Cleaning. A further Sub-Committee was also. 
appointed to ‘look into the position of the Standard Boot 
and Shoe Scheme, 

Meetings of Sub-Committees took place on the same 
date as follows :— 

Pottery Sub-Committee (Prices).—Tenth meeting, It 
was resolved that names of firms be submitted to the 
Chief Accountant to facilitate his production of a 
Report on Costings. Sections of the draft report were 
also discussed. 

Meat Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Nineteenth meeting. 
Certain correspondence was considered and the draft 
report discussed. 

Glassware Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Fifteenth meet- 
ing. Further evidence was taken. Prior to this the 
Sub-Committee visited the works of one of the principal! 
firms manufacturing scientific glassware. 

On the same date at the Clerkenwell Police Couwt 
Messrs. Tinlings, Ltd., of 31, Cowcross Street, E.C.. 
were prosecuted by the direction of the Complaints 
Standing Committee for having on 16th April, 1920, 
offered soda crystals at £15 per “ton to Mr. H. Cohen, 

of 31, High Street, Kingsland, E. 8, and to Messrs. Ford 

and King, of Carr Street, E., the market price ruling at 
the date of the offer being £5 10s. per ton. The 
defendants pleaded guilty to one summons, and the 
other was thereupon withdrawn. A fine of £25 and 
5 guineas costs was imposed. 





ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH. 


The Secretary of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research announces that a licence, under 





Section 20 of the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908.. 
has been issued by the Board of Trade to the British 
Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association, 
which has been approved by the Department as com- 
plying with the conditions laid down in the Government 
Scheme for the encouragement of Industrial Research. 

The Association may “be approached through E. B. 


Wedmore, Esq., Electrical Research Committee, ¢/© 


Electrical Development Roonaan, Hampden House.. 
64, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING. 


ACTS, REGULATIONS, ETC. 

The Marine Department of the Board of Trade have 
issued a pamphlet bringing up to August, 1920, their 
periodical List of the principal Acts of Parliament, 
Regulations, Orders, Iustructions, and Notes relating 
to Merchant Shipping which are now in force. This 
List is published by H.M. Stationery Office. price 6d. 








net. 
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MONTHLY “ BULLETIN OF STATISTICS.” 

Bulletin No. 1 (Second Year), which includes figures 
received during the period from Ist August to 16th 
September, 1920, has been issued on behalf of the 
Supreme Economic Council. The following particulars 
of trade with Germany are given in the Introduction :-— 

TRADE WITH GERMANY. 

Detailed particulars of the import and export trade of 
Germany since the conclusion of the Armistice have not 
been published by the German Government. In the absence 
of official German returns, the following particulars respect- 
ing German Trade during the first half of the years 1913 and 
1990 have been compiled from the trade returns of the 


countries named : — 
Imports from Germany. Exports to Germany. 
20. 


Country. 1913. 1913. 1920. 

; Jan.—June. Jan.—June. Jan.—June. Jan.—June. 

£1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. 
United Kingdom ...... 39,081 11,896 18,961 10,711 
SE svavcscsneetannd 21 ,343 32,781 16,928 16,110 
Belgium —...-.- eee eee. 15,894 13,177 19,737 22,706 
United States........ 18,275 7,317 30,859 24 632 
EEE 3,271 206 661 33 
British India ...... 3,597 (c)26 9 085 (c)583 
British South Africa 1,683 165 1,007 a 
EE, suciblusansscdita 1,416 52 367 92 


(c) For the three months January to March only. 


In considering the figures for 1913 and 1920 two important 
factors must not be overlooked, viz., the effect of the pro- 
visions of the peace treaty and the rise in prices during the 
seven years. Trading relations with Germany were not re- 
sumed generally until the second half of 1919, and it is plain 
that during the first half of the current year German trade 
has recovered considerably on the previous six months, even 
after all allowance has been made for changes in price level. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





CATALOGUES FOR HOLLAND. 


The Managing Director of the Pureau voor Handels- 
inlichtingen (Trade Information Bureau), Amsterdam, 
desires to receive copies of any publications—direc- 
tories, catalogues, trade journals, ete.—which will help 
to further British trade in Holland. The Bureau is a 
semi-official institution subsidised by the Dutch 
Government, and has the support of the most promin- 
ent business men in Holland. It is utilised by the 
commercial community for trade information. 

H.M. Consul at Amsterdam is of opinion that, any 
assistance given to the Pureau by United Kingdom 
manufacturers and publishers will be of value’ in 
promoting British trade, as the information supplied 
to this organisation is likely to reach a wide circle 
of Dutch traders. Publications should be addressed to 
Mr. Kamerlingh Onnes, Managing Director, Bureau 
voor Handelsinlichtingen, Amsterdam. 





PURCHASES OF GOODS LYING AT 
VLADIVOSTOCK. 


H.M. Consul at Vladivostock, in a telegram recently 
received in the Department of Overseas Trade, states 
that British firms, before buying goods lying at Vladi- 
vostock from Russian agents abroad, should, in order 
to avoid possible legal dispute, first ascertain by 
application to the Consulate whether their title to the 
g00ds would be recognised by the Russian authorities. 


_ 
—_ 








Specia! Articles. 





AMERICAN COAL PRODUCTION. 





REPORT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

Mr. R. L. Nosworthy, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Embassy in Washington, has prepared a brief report 
on the recent developments in and the present position 
of the Coal Trade in the United States. His report 
gives an outline of the position rather than a detailed 
analysis, but Mr. Nosworthy has been able to bring out 
certain features which cannot fail to be of interest at 
the present time. It should be noted that the figures 
of coal production, output and cost are given in short 
tons (2,000 lb.), while those of imports and exports 
are given in gross or long tons of 2,240 Ib. 

In 1919 production in the United States amounted 
approximately to 544,000,000 short tons (2,000 Ib.). 
About one-sixth of this figure, namely 86,000,000 tons, 
was anthracite coal mined from a single area of less 
than 500 square miles in Pennsylvania. The remainder 
was bituminous, produced from thirty States, with 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Illinois and Ohio contri- 
buting three-fourths of the total. 

The figures of output in millions of short tons by 
calender year since 1915 are given in the following table: 


Year, Anthracite. Bituminous. Total. 
YF pcstacnariiens 89-0 442°6 531°6 
Ee 87°5 502°5 590:0 
PEL 99°6 551°8 651°4 
I bila 98°8 579°4 678°2 
DS Soop cian is 86:2 458°] 544°3 
1920 Jan. to July 50°6 302°7 353°3 


Pennsylvania anthracite is produced almost wholly 
for domestic fuel, and is used principally in the Eastern 
States. In the twenty-eight years before 1917, the 
output had rather more than doubled; from this point 
it has remained stationary. There is good reason to 
believe that the production of anthracite in the United 
States, apart from the discovery of new fields, must 
now be regarded as having reached its maximum. It 
is doubtful if the 100,000,000 tongs mark can ever be 
passed. 

Bituminous Coat. 

The position is different in the case of bituminous, 
of which the output in the same period had increased 
fourfold. The resources of bituminous coal as com- 
pared with those of anthracite was practically bound- 
less, and the output of this coal, the fuel of industry, 
has tended to keep pace with the country’s industrial 
expansion. The figures of the years of the war are 
remarkable. The extraordinary demand, accentuated 
more than ever after the entry of the United States, 
was met by an increase in 1917 of 49,000,000 short tons, 
or nearly 10 per cent. over the output of 1916, this 
record figure being beaten again by an advance of 5 per 
cent. in the following year. At this point the peak 
appears to have been reached. The signing of the 
Armistice, followed by the cessation of war activities, 
had naturally a depressing effect on the industry. Con- 
sumers had accumulated abnormally large supplies, 
prices slumped, and a number of mines in the seaboerd 
territory were driven to close down altogether. More- 
over, the industry, and particularly the export business, 
has suffered through the shortage of transportation 
facilities, with the consequent congestion both at the 
mines and at tidewater, this difficulty being experienced 
with particular severity by bituminous interests and re- 
acting gravely on the industrial welfare of the whole 
country. It is interesting, incidentally, to note that 
the output of anthracite in 1917 and 1918 was limited 
by one factor only, namely, shortage of labour. The 
country’s demand was constantly in excess of the 
supply, anl so far as anthracite was concerned, the 
transportation handicap did not apply. 

DISTRIRUTION AND DEMAND. 


The difference in the problems facing the two indus- 
tries revolve, in fact, on the geographical distribution of 
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available supplies and industrial demand. The dith- 
culty of ensuring adequate distribution of bituminous 
was the principal problem facing the Fuel Administrator 
in the period of Government control. It was calculated 
at the end of 1917 that of 1,300 firms throughout the 
country that held between them 30,000 contracts for 
war material, 65 per cent. were in the area bounded on 
the west by the Ohio-Pennsylvania State Line and on 
the south by the Potomac River; and that 77 per cent. 
were included in this area and Ohio. Fifteen per 
cent. were in New England alone, which is entirely 
devoid of local resources of coal. The problem arising 
from this uneven distribution of the bituminous coal 
demand had to be dealt with at a moment when the 
railroads serving the industries in these sections were 
already overwhelmed with abnormally heavy shipments 
of war material. The effect of the dislocation on the 
coal output was particularly severe in the fields of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia. 
In 1916 the output of these fields had increased by 9°5 
per cent. over the total of 1915. The further mcrease 
in the following year was only one per cent., in spite 
of the fact, that for the country as a whole production 
of bituminous had increased by nearly 10 per cent. over 
the 1916 figures. 
IMPORTS. 

Imports of anthracite since 1903 have been negligible. 
Those of bituminous. in gross or long tons (2,240lb.) 
by fiscal years, have been :— 


errr 1,430,000 long tons. 
EE. Licmnipananinde 1,619,000 7 
DEE 8 duudwinemiesvie 1,283,000 a 
DE §winssumeeunness 1,392,000 ‘s 
Ty  ainheddienvese 1,008,000 - 


Canada is the only important source of supplies, coal 
being shipped south over the frontier from Alberta and 
Nova Scotia more cheaply than it could be hauled from 
American mines. 

EXPpoRTs. 


The following statistics show the trend of the export 
trade in tonnage and destination since 1915, and are 
drawn from the Reports of the Department of Com- 
merce, the period taken being the fiscal year ending 30th 
June :— 

The figures are shown in millions of gross or long tons 


(2,240 lb.). | 











ANTHRACITE. 
1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 
TS Senet 8,621 3,749 4,457 4,763 
ee 39 35 46 47 
Other countries... 22 94 42 82 
Total ......... 38,682 3,878 4,635 4,842 4,286 4,717 


BITUMINOUS. 
1913. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 


Canada .. 11,981 8,425 10,493 12,991 16,693 14,198 10,470 
Italy i. 925 1,628 2,797 1,099 201 228 2,863 
Cuba .. 1,274 1,085 1,243 1,445] 1,494 1,002 1,243 
Argentina 39 563 779 706 247 234 934 
Brazil . 234 527 678 756 625 733 540 
Other Coun- ’ - 


tries .. 1,630 2,205 2,760 2,537 1,792 1,754 5,642 





Total .. 16,083 14,413 18,750 19,534 21,052 18,149 19,857 


The export trade in anthracite is practically confined 
to Canada. Figures for 1919 and 1920 are not avail- 
able, but the amounts shipped to other countries may 
be taken as negligible. 

As regards bituminous coal, a development of note 
in the last vear has been the diversion of exnorts to new 
fields, which have now, perhaps for the first time, been 
driven to draw supplies from American sources. The 
determination of the exact extent of this new trade 
proves to be a matter of some difficulty. The annual 
reports of the Department of Commerce have been 
issued only to the end of the fiscal year 1918, and the 
subsequent monthly statements make individual men- 
tion only of some frontier countries which were selected 
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some years back as the principal importers at that tine 
Accordingly, the degree of the diversion of trade. o» 
rather, the development of new business, can only be 
gathered from the amount of the tonnage described as 
shipped to ‘‘other countries,’ and it has not yet been 
possible to secure complete details on the composition 
of this item. It has been ascertained, however, that 
the Netherlands received in 1919, 176,000 tons: jy 
1920, 1,380,000 tons; Sweden in 1919, 95,000 tons: in 
1920, 478,000 tons; Switzerland in 1919, 109,000 tong. 
in 1920, 826,000 tons. France in June, 1920 alone ‘ay 
ported nearly 260,000 tons of American bituminous Coal 

Ageregate exports both of anthracite and bituminous 
have been maintained at a steady level. They neve 
amounted to more than an exceedingly small proportion 
of the country’s total output. The proportion of export 
of anthracite to production in the calendar year 1916 
was 9°34 per cent.; in 1917, 6°03 per cent.; in 1918, 
5°33 per cent., and in 1919, 5°78 per cent. In the same 
years the corresponding figures for bituminous were 
4°12 per cent., 4:32 per cent., 3°86 per cent., and 
4°15 percent. Of the remainder of the country’s output 
of bituminous, approximately 80 per cent, is shipped to 
the railroads, public utilities and manufacturing 
industries, ; 

PRICES. 

The average monthly prices of both grades exported 
over the four years 1916 to 1919 are given in the follow- 
ing table. They are based on the value at the time of 
export at the ports of shipment. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Month. ‘1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 

January .. se sie 5°23 5°76 6°74 7°45 
February - wi 5°27 5°65 6°67 7°22 
March “ ‘Ka .* 5°28 5°60 6°51 7 ‘38 
April - ei - § *24 5°83 6°58 8°17 
May ¥“ - - §°12 5°40 6°37 8°15 
June is a3 7 5°35 §°29 6°33 8°44 
July _ - _ 5°42 5°60 6°40 8°13 
August on - ? 5°85 6°35 8°48 
September + - 5°47 5°80 6°58 8°35 
October .. ai - 5°44 5 92 6°58 8°48 
November vs a 5°64 6°20 6°82 8 80 
December a ae 5°70 5°94 7°38 8°75 

BITuMINOUS. 

Month. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919 

Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 

January .. 2°54 3°36 3°80 4°68 
February 2°40 3°36 4°08 4°38 
March 2°30 3°56 4°02 5°00 
April 2°24 3°14 3°98 4°80 
May 2°28 3°47 3°66 4°20 
June 2°32 3°54 3°87 4°38 
July 2°33 3°82 4°00 4°30 
August 2-33 3-99 3 +93 4°62 
September 2°32 3°85 4°02 4°90 
October .. st _ 2°42 3°92 4°15 5°03 
November za - 2°72 3°98 4°00 §°13 
December 3°00 3°56 4°18 4°83 


The follfuwing are the average prices at the mines 
for ten years according to the statistics of the United 
States Geological Survey :-— 


1909. Ibi. 9a. 1y12. 1913. 
Dols. Dols. Dcls. Dols. Dols 
Bituminous... - 1°20 1°12 1‘ll 1°15 1°18 
Anthracite .. - 1°84 1°90 1°94 9°11 2°13 
1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 
Bituminous .. - 1°17 1°13 1°32 2°26 2°58 
Anthracite .. _ 2°07 2°07 2°30 2°85 3°40 


These figures are based on the total tonnage shipped 
of all grades, sizes and qualities, with the due propor- 
tion of each. They are accurate in the sense that they 
are derived from official sources. At the same time, 
the apnliecation of an average over a field covering 80 
many factors must be taken with caution. The bitu- 
minous figures include not only the high prices realised 
at remote points where cost of mining is abnormally 
high, but also tonnage supplied on large contracts by 
concerns holding a more or less definite interest in the 
business of their customers, 
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LABOUR AND OUTPUT. 


The last official figures of labour employed at the 
mines were those issued for the year 1918. They show 
‘hat on the production of Pennsylvania anthracite the 
supply of labour decreased remarkably from 179,679 in 
1914 to 147,121 in 1918, a loss of 18 per cent. Produc- 
tion in that period increased by nearly 9 per cent., from 
90,821,000 to 98,826,000 short tons. The advance in 
output was made possible by an increase in the number 
of working days from 245 days in 1914 to 298 in 1918, 
, difference of 19°5 per cent., which succeeded in off- 
setting the decrease of 18 per cent. in the number of 
men. It has already been stated that in 1917 and 1918 
the shortage of labour was the only factor restricting the 
cutput of anthracite. 

In the bituminous industry the number of men em- 
loved in 1918 reached the unprecedented total of 
805,000, working an average of 252 days, compared with 
603,000 in 1917, 582,500 in 1914. This number of men 
produced an output of 580,000,000 tons. If transporta- 
tion facilities had been available an increase of produc- 
tion could have been achieved merely by advancing the 
number of working days. The limitation of output was 
due, in the case of bituminous, not to shortage of labour 
but to failure in means of transportation. 

The average tonnage (short tons) per man employed 
in American mines in the years 1912 to 1918 are given 
in figures published by the United States Geological 
Survey :— 


ANTHRACITE. 
Average Average 
tonnage tonnage 
Men . Days perman per man 
Year. employed. Worked. per day. per year. 
1912 .. - 174,030 231 2°10 485 
1913. - 175,745 257 2°02 520 
1914... +“ 179,679 245 2-06 505 
1915... “ 176,552 230 2°19 504 
1916. re 159,869 253 2°16 548 
917. - 154,174 285 2°27 646 
1918. - 147,121 293 2°29 672 
BITUMINOUS. 
Average Average 
tonnage tonnage 
Men Days per man per man 
Year. employed. Worked. per day. per year. 
1912... we 548,632 223 3°68 820 
1913. ‘a 571,882 232 3°61 837 
1914. ee 583,506 195 3°71 724 
1915... wen 557,456 203 3°91 794 
1916. os 561,102 230 3°90 896 
1917... - 603,143 243 3°77 915 
918 .. - 615,305 249 3°78 942 


The fact that the anthracite mines were worked nearly 
fulltime in 1918 (293 as against the theoretical year of 
44 working days) shows that, practically speaking, the 
limit of production with the labour available has been 
reached. With the greater depths and thinner beds 
that must be mined every year, there can be no expecta- 
tion of real increase in production without a considerable 
advance over the number of men employed in 1917 and 
118, 

From the table above given certain points of interest 
tretobe noted. In the three years reviewed the number 
ofmen employed in the production of bituminous coal 
increased from 561,000 to 615,000, or about 10 per 
cent., but the number employed inside increased only 
from 474,000 to 496,000, or 4°6 percent. In 1916, 84°5 
per cent, of the total number of employees were under- 
ground; in 1917, 82°6 per cent.; in 1918, only 80°7 per 
cent. The explanation lies in the fact that 1917 and 
1918 were periods of abnormally pressing demand; that 
producers were driven to add to their forces any and 
ll labour obtainable; and that a large proportion of 
the new men could not be used underground. With 
thereturn of a dull market in 1919, it was to be expected 
that the reverse phenomenon would be observed. 


PRESENT CONDITIONS. 


In spite of relative freedom from labour disputes, the 
year 1919 was regarded as a disappointing one for the 
coal industry. The bituminous trade remained de- 
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pressed, with low prices ruling throughout the spring. 
The low point was reached in April, when production 
had fallen off by 25 per cent., at which point an improve- 
ment commenced and continued until the end of 
October. The threat of a strike in October set the 
market in. a feverish condition ; prices rose sharply, and 
on 30th October the Government resumed control. The 
strike opened at the commencement of November, and 
output fell to about 33 per cent. of normal, practically 
all Union mines being closed down. Responsibility 
for assuring distribution was placed on the Railroad 
Administration until the termination of the life of this 
body on 29th February, 1920. 

More recently the shortage of railroad equipment has 
had a serious effect on the industry. In their efforts to 
provide coal supplies for the industrial plants of New 
England and the Middle West, the Inter-State Com- 
merce Commission have issued orders which, in the last 
few months, have, in effect, amounted to a practical 
embargo on foreign shipments. The export business, 
which had developed abnormally through high prices 
offered overseas and the reduction of foreign competi- 
tiou, has thus received a rude check which must 
eventually tell on the year’s figures, but the dislocation 
is naturally of a purely temporary character, and the 
stringency must be relieved automatically as railroad 
conditions continue to improve. 

The Federal Trade Commission at Washington has 
recently issued two statements based on reports volun- 
tarily submitted by bituminous coal producers through- 
out the country. These statements show the items of 
cost in the production of bituminous coal in the prin- 
cipal districts. The value of the statements is reduced 
by the fact that the number of reports received was 
considerably less than that of the total number of coal 
producers. Returns of 680 producers of bituminous coal] 
during May, 1920, showed that the average price 
vielded per short ton (2,000 lb.) was 3°31 dols. The total 
cost at the mine was 2°77 dols., of which the labour cost 
per ton was 2°07 dols. In 1918 the average price yielded 
was 2°65 dols., and the labour cost 1°49 dols. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN SEPTEMBER. 


The Bank Rate remained unaltered at 7 per cent., 
with the Banks Deposit Rate and the Discount Houses 
Call Rate at 5 per cent., the Discount Houses Notice 
Rate at 54+ per cent., and the Treasury Bill Rate at 
64 per cent. Other rates were :— 

Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept. Oct. 





3rd. 10th. 17th. 24th. Ist. 
Bank Bills,3 months 63-j} 63-7 644-3? 61 644-3 
Fine Trade Bills, 3 
months 7 .. I-4 7-} 7-4 7-} 7-4 
Short Loans .. . 54 54 54 6-4 
Day to Day Loans.. 5-4 5-4 5-4 54 5-7 


Money was generally scarce throughout the month, 
and at the end the quarterly pressure was “‘ extremely 
acute.”’ During the month there was much discount- 
ing of October bills with the Bank of England; they 
were only taken on condition that the proceeds were 
invested in December Treasury Bills. Payment of 
interest on War bonds had to be met by borrowing on 
Ways and Means, but the Government disbursements 
did not relieve the market, on account of the great 
pressure for loans. The ‘‘ Economist’’ of 18th 
September said: ‘‘ Merchants who have accustomed 
themselves to paying cash, provided by their banks, for 
all their purchases are slow to resume the old system 
of paying by acceptance, which obviously tends to 
quicken sales and liquidation. But the determination 
of the banks to check expansion is now tending to the 
revival of business on the old lines. No immediate 
effect is produced on the inflation problem, but quicker 
liquidation should help to this end, and sliould also 
loosen the present deadlock which allows wholesale 
prices to fall without materially affecting prices that 
the consumer has to pay.’’ The shadow of the feared 
coal strike hung over the whole month, paralysing 
markets, and preventing any renewal of business. The 
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banks also were understood to be calling in loans. For 
some time negotiations were proceeding for the float- 
ing of a Norwegian loan in London, to pay off balances 
due for the construction of ships in British yards for 
Norwegian, owners (and thus avert a further fall in Nor- 
wegian currency), but these endeavours ceased—so the 
market believes-—on the threat of a rise in the Bank 
Rate. In consequence of the depression in Eastern 
trade, caused by the fall in the price of silver, the 
Eastern banks have had to reduce credit and * will 
restrict their negotiations of outward bills by approxt- 
mately 75 per cent. of recent averages. This seems a 
drastic reduction, and will certainly cause inconveni- 
ence to the Lancashire cotton industry. The 
effect of the restriction seems Tikely to increase the 
demands made on the London banks.’’—(‘‘ Times,”’ 
17th September, 1920). ‘This same process of rationing 
credit is also being adopted by the Federal Reserve 
Board in the United States; Stock Exchange borrow- 
ings for speculation have been reduced to the minimum 
and loans on goods in stock are being withdrawn so 
that prices in many classes of goods have been lowered, 
and cotton, at least, has been forced to move more 
rapidly to points of consumption. 

Stock Exchange business was restricted through the 
depression caused by the fear of the coal and other 
industrial disputes, and prices moved within narrow 
limits, reflecting the changing attitude of the public 
mind to the prospects of industrial peace. Five per 
cent. War Loan was at 844—~% (closing price) on Ist 
September and rose to 84£—85 on 10th September. 
Then it fluctuated up and down and on 30th September 
ani Ist October it was 843—. There was reported to 
be some buying of National War Bonds during the 
month for subsequent payment of excess profits duty. 
New capital issues during the September quarter 
amounted to £61,195,600 against £233,106,200 in the 
first half year; loans to British and Colonial Govern- 
ments and British Local Authorities accounted for 
£19,016,500 and £50,532,500 respectively in these two 
totals. 

THE NATIONAL DEBT. 

The following table, extracted from the ‘‘ Economist,”’ 
shows the movement of the floating and total debt 
during the month; an official return gave the estimated 
deadweight debt on 31st March, 1920, as £7,835,030,000 
and the total debt as £7,881 ,893,000: 


€é 





Total 

Treasury Temporary Floating Total 

Bills. Advances. Debt. Debt. 
£ million. £ million. £ million. < million. 

3lst March, 1920 1,059: 205 1,264 7,882 
4th Sept., 1920 1,020’ 198 ¢ 1,218 7,798 
llth Sept, 1920 1,017 197 1,214 7,792 
18th Sept., 1920 1,034 175 1,209 7,782 
30th Sept, 1920 1,089 143 1,232 7,799 


The amount of Treasury Bills excludes bills held as 
collateral for loans payable abroad and included in 
external debts. Temporary Advances on 28th August 
were £23,750,000 due to the Bank of England and 
£158,741,000 due to other Government Departments ; 
the former was wiped out on 30th September, and the 
latter reduced by £15,627,000. The total amount of 
receipts from Treasury Bonds since Ist April was 
£11,144,000. In the same period the receipts from War 
Savings Certificates were £20,400,000 and repayments 
of the same £16,950,000—a net gain of £3,450,000. 


NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.’’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House. Kingsway, London, 
'V.C.2 or Branches (see Cover). 








SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





Note CIRCULATION. 


The following table shows the movements of the 
active note circulation and of coin and bullion in the 


Bank of England 





Coin and 
Bank of Bullion ip 
Currency England Total Bank of 
Notes. Notes.* Notes. England. 
£1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000 
3lst December, 1919 356,152 87,350 443,502 91,349 
Ist September, 1920 355,186f 107,933 463,119 123,089 
8th September, 1920 355,188f 107,259 462,447 123077 
15th September, 1920 354,416 106,515 460,931 123,093 
22nd September, 1920 353,038f 106,836 459,874 123,065) 
29th September, 1920 353,795¢ 108,791 462,586 123.115 


* Less notes in Currency Notes Account. 

t Including notes called in but not yet cancelled : £4,081,618 on 
lst September; £3,628,899 on 8th September; £3,474,846 on 15th 
September; £3,370,667 on 22nd September; £3,298,249 op 
29th September. 

The total note circulation thus déclined by £533,000 in 
the month, while the coin and bullion in the Bank roge 
by £33,000. With regard to the Banking Department 


of the Bank the following figures are of interest :-— 


September September Increase (+) 
Ist. 29th. or Decrease (—) 
£1,000. £1,000. £1,000. 
Government Securities 57,408 21,838 — 35,520 
Other Securites 75,467 109,313 + 33,846 
Government Deposits 16,433 16,139 — 294 
Other Deposits 113,340 111,027 — 2,313 


The percentage of reserve to liabilities, which on alst 
December, 1919, was 94 per cent., fell from 11} to 
114 per cent. The reduction in Government Securities 
is coincident with the paying off of the borrowings from 
the Bank on Ways and Means Advances; the increase 
in Other Securities shows the extent to which the 
public have been discounting Octéber maturities at the 
Rank, most of the proceeds going into Treasury Bills 
and only a small part into deposits. Other Deposits 
have decreased substantially since the middle of the 
month, when they were £122,575,000. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE. 

The following table shows the movements of the 
principal foreign exchanges on London. The New York 
quotation is the weekly average of the daily closing 
price for cable transfers, and the other quotations are 
the weekly averages of the mean of the daily quotations; 
all particulars are taken from the ‘‘ Times ’’ :— 

Week Ending. * 


Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept. Oct. 

Place Par. 4th. I 1th. 18th. 25th. 2nd. 
New York. 

$4 °S66— £1 3 °564 3 °533 3 °496 3 °493 3 °491 
Paris 

25°2215 frs=£1 51°329 52°183 53°244 51°673 52°227 
Brussels : 

25°2215 frs.=£1 48°288 48°994 49°975  48°925 49°392 
Italy : 

25°2215 lire=£l 76°560 80°087 81°355 81°8 83 *556 
Madrid : 

25 °2215 pes. = £1 23°821 23°848 23°916 23°838 23 *759 
Holland : 

12°1071 gul.=£1 11°149 11°205 11°254 11°263 = 11°197 
Berlin: 

20°43 mks.=—£1 176°4 184°83 213 °4 222 °583 215°75 
Christiania : 

18°159 kr.=£1 24°789 24°662 25°4 26°041 24°775 
Stockholm : 

18°159 kr.=£1 17°678 17°42 17°192 17°388 177481 
Copenhagen : 

18°159 kr.=£1 24°738 24°824 25°321 95°649 24°942 
Switzerland : 

25 °2215 frs.=£1 21°681 21°592 21°581 21°685 21°716 
Buenos Aires: 

47 *58d.= $1 57°354 57°021 57°157 «=—-57°567 «57666 


The closing cable rate for sterling exchange in New 
York was 3:56 on 30th August; it fell to 3-464 on 14th 
September, and rallied to 3-54$ on 18th September on 
bear coverings, but the fall was renewed, and on 2n 
October the rate was 3-493. With regard to the early 
fall the ‘‘ Commercial and Financial Chronicle ’’ (New 
York) of 18th September says: ‘‘ The slump was 
ascribed primarily to a twofold cause—a renewal 0 
offerings of cotton and grain bills on an enormous scale 
and the wholesale withdrawal of buyers from the 
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market, which followed the recent sensational reports 
of labour upheavals in Italy as well as prospects of a 
rious setback to British industrial progress through 
the threatened strike of mine workers in England. As 
, matter of fact one of the salient features of dealings 
in the earlier part of the week was the almost complete 
lack of buying power even at the extreme concessions 
offered. Huge masses of bills were at first thrown on 
, totally unresponsive market. Later on, some 
relief was afforded when several of the largest dealers 
withdrew their offerings from the market.’’ Better 
labour news and active covering of “‘ shorts ’’’ redeemed 
the situation for a little. The same issue of the 
“Chronicle ’’ also says: ‘‘ For the time being the Anglo- 
French loan mavurity has ceased to be an active feature 
‘n the exchange markets, though a good deal of atten- 
tion was given to the statement by the French Ministry 
of Finance that part of France’s share of the loan will be 
repaid from the proceeds of the resale of American army 
stocks upon which certain New York bankers are to 
advance a substantial sum. A Chicago firm, it is said. 
has undertaken to dispose of the French Government 
socks, which are estimated at more than 150,000,000 
dols. in value.’” The fiscal agents of the British and 
French Governments are reported to have bought up 
about 250,000,000 dols. of Anglo-French bonds, or half 
the total loan due on 15th October. 

A French loan for 100,000,000 dols. at 8 per cent. 
for 25 years was successfully floated in the United 
States to provide payment of part of the October loan ; 
it was over-subscribed within an hour on 9th September. 
Nevertheless the French exchange fell both in New York 
and London in sympathy with sterling, and on 13th 
September the & was at 53-90 francs. Thereafter the 
movement paralleled that of sterling. Belgian exchange 
reacted similarly, while Italian exchange was much 
worse, falling from 76-15 lire to the £ on Ist September 
to 84 on 25th September, after which there was a rally. 
Norwegian exchange also went against Norway on 
account of the failure to raise a Joan in London, and 
Danish exchange followed it, but the completion at the 
end of the month of an 8 per cent. loan of 20,000,000 
dols. for 20 years in the United States brought about 
animprovement. Swedish exchange moved against this 
country during the first three weeks of the month, but 
afterwards there was a recovery from the low point cf 
17-09 kroner. Swiss exchange followed a similar course, 
but Spanish and Dutch exchange within narrow limits 
moved generally in our favour. At the end of August 
the £ was worth 1754 marks in Berlin, and on 20th 
September at one time of the day it touched 255. The 
causes were said to be the need for payment for 
American foodstuffs, the fears of a forced loan in 
Germany, and the continued issue of paper money. 
The “‘ Times ’’ (20th September) said: ‘‘ German ex- 
porters will no doubt temporarily welcome the fall, 
since it increases their power to compete in foreign 
markets, though eventually it will disturb internal 
values by tending to increase the cost of imported rew 
materials and to raise wages.’’ After that date, how- 
ever, there was a substantial rise in the value of the 
mark. During August the Buenos Aires exchange had 
moved slightly in our favour, and in the last week the 
peso was a trifle below 57 pence. In September, 
although the rate at one time was 56-625d., it was 
generally between 57d. and 58d., and towards the end 
ofthe month rose above 58d., but subsequently relapsed. 


EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES OF GoLD Paniry. 
_ The following tables, in continuation of those given 
6é ’ 
in the ‘“‘ Journal ’’ of 9th September, show the move- 
ments of the leading rates of exchange, calculated in 
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percentages of gold parity (relative value of the foreign 
currency to that of the country where quotation is 
made) :— 


NEw YorkK On: 


London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 
2nd September .. 73°10 35 °86 24°16 79°30 
9th September .. 12°28 34°72 22 *60 78 °37 
16th September .. 71°71 34°00 22 °20 76°50 
23rd September .. 71°76 34°62 22 °24 77°12 
30th September .. 71°15 34°25 — 77°43 


| LONDON ON: 
Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 


2nd September -» 32°97 108 °10 102 °42 116 °34 

9th September oo ons 107 *86 104 °36 116 °60 

16th September 30°76 107 °38 105 *64 116 °60 

23rd September .. 30°95 107 *48 104 °36 116 °23 

30th September .. 30°10 108°68 103744 116-06 
Paris ON: 


London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
oe 2008 °52 220 °33 209 *52 237 *00 
-. 207°40 223 °93 219 °24 241°50 
oe 243 °43 227 °29 224 °28 246 °00 
. 203°08 216 °25 212 °22 236 °50 


2nd September 
9th September 
16th September 
23rd ‘September 


GOLD AND SILVER. 


Movements in the price of gold and silver, per ounce 
fine, have been as follows:— 


Gold. Silver. 
Cash. Forward. 
per 0z. per Oz. per 0z. 
gs. d. d. d. 
3rd September... - 115 3 59 58? 
10th September .. - 116 6 59 582 
17th September .. - 117 6 60 593 
24th September .. ” 117 9 593 594 
Ist October - - 118 4 59 58? 


India is temporarily a seller of silver, and the reports 
of the Chinese harvest are bad. Messrs. Samuel 
Montagu and Co., report (23rd September) that ‘‘ Con- 
tinental supplies have been rather larger, possibly owing 
to the recent increased depreciation of the German 
mark.’’ The Indian Government has now stopped the 
sale of reverse Council bills from 28th September, and 
the rupee exchange consequently fell from 1/103—1/103 
on 27th September to 1/93—1/9% on 30th September. 





Notre CIRCULATION IN LEADING COUNTRIES. 
The general situation in note circulation is shown 
below :— 


Late st 
End End End Date. 
Dec. 1913.Dec. 1918. Dec. 1919. 1920. 
£ £ £ £ 
million. million. million. million. 
United Kingdom— 
Bank of England .. 29 °6 70°2 87 °4 108 °8 
Currency Notes .. —- 323 °2 356 *2 353 °8* 
France— 
Bank of France .. 228 °5 1,210°0 1,491 °0 1,568 °3 
Italy— 
Treasury Notes .. 20°0 85 °0 90 °8 90-8 
Bank Notes ha 91°3 470°0 651°3 712°0 
Germany— 
Imperial Bank .. 127°5 1,090 -9 1,755 °2 2,897 °3 
Loan Bureau Notes — 497 °0 673 °2 648 °6 
Austria— 
Austro - Hungarian 
Bank .. wa 103 °9 1,482°8 2,270°1 2,788 °0 
United States— 
Federal Reserve 
Notes .. a — 548°] 6§22°8 666 *7 
Other Paper Cur- 
rency .. e 536 °4 435 °2 374°1 368 *1 
Denmark— 
National Bank .. 8-4 25°0 a7 °3 30°] 
Sweden— 
Bank of Sweden .. 13°0 45°2 41°35 39 °4 
Norway— 
Bank of Norway 6°0 24 °2 25 *2 25 °6 
Holland— 
Netherlands Bank 26°1 89°] 86°] 85°9 
Spain— 
Bank of Spain 77°3 133 *4 154°3 161°8 
Switzerland— ‘ 
Swiss National 
Bank .. “a 12°6 39°0 41 °4 36°7 
Japan— 
Bank of Japan 43°7 117 °2 159 °3 123°1 


*Includes notes called in, but not yet cancelled. 
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Notes on Trade. 


(While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 








BRITISH EDUCATIONAL COURSES IN MEXICO. 

An Educational Course is being organised under the 
auspices of the British Consulate in Mexico City and 
the British Chamber of Commerce, in co-operation with 
the Educational Department of the Ministry of Com- 
merce, Industry, and Labour. In this course attention 
is given to the study of the principal British industria! 
centres, and their products, Mexican centres of pro- 
duction, the reciprocal commercial needs of both 
countries, means of communication, the leading British 
import and export houses, general and special traffic 
conditions, existing freight rates, customs require- 
ments and specifications, and, in fact, the mutual 
benefits to be obtained from commerce between Mexico 
and Great Britain, and the advantages and _possi- 
bilities of its development. As many as possible of 
the lectures are to be illustrated with lantern slides. 
Pictures will be shown of ports and port facilities, fac- 
tories, articles of export and import, navigation routes, 
and diagrams showing the volume, development, and 
progress of British-Mexican trade. 


~ 





CONSOLIDATION OF GERMAN SHIPBUILDING 
AND METAL INDUSTRIES. 


The shipbuilding and metal industries of Germany 
have at present a special common interest in that the 
latter are eager to ensure a good connection with indus- 
tries which have steady demands. In addition, accord- 
ing to recent announcements the well-known German 
steamship lines are cfiecting working arrangements with 
certain American lines. 

German shipyards are obliged by the terms of the 
Peace Treaty to turn out, in five yearly instalments, 
1,000,000 tons of shipping for foreign owners; they have 
to rebuild the German mereantile marine, and they 
have in addition large orders to cope with from the 
rapidly extending sea-fishing industry. They can there- 
fore count on being fully occupied for many years to 
come. They will be steady consumers, and may from 
the point of view of material be regarded as an extension 
of the Iron and Steel industry. 

It is the realisation of these facts, states the Acting 
3ritish Vice-Consul at Bremerhaven, that has led to 
the participation of Thyssen in the Flensburger 
Schiffbau A.G. and in the Bremer Vulkan Werft; it is 
this that explains the close connection between Stinnes 
and the Hamburger Werft A.G., between the Deutsch- 
Luxemburgische Bergwerks A.G. and the Nordsee 
Werke in Emden; between the Haniels-(Gutshoffnungs)- 
hutte and Deutscher Werft A.G. in Hamburg. It 
sheds a light on the formation last year by a Pochum 
combination of the Securitias Werke A.G. fur Schiffbau 
in Hamburg Harbour. Quite recently the Phonix A.G. 
took over 3,000,000 marks of new shares in the Reiher- 
stiegschiffswerft und Maschinenfabrik in Hamburg, 
and the Schiffswerft und Maschinenfabrik (vorm. 
Jannsen und Schmilinsky) in Hamburg. has made over 
50 per cent. of its share capital (now 8,000,000 marks) to 
a group of Rhenish industrials who are in close touch 
with the Arenbergschen A.G. in Essen. What further 
forms this invasion of shipbuilding by the metal industry 
will take it is impossible to forecast, but at least it is 
clear that the shipbuilding industry is free from anxiety 
regarding the raw material which, at present rates of 
exchange, cannot be bought abroad. Itis, however, just 
possible that this dependence on the iron and steel 
industry will lead, in the more distant future, to less 
satisfactory consequences to the ship-builders. 
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_ TRADE WITH TRIPOLI. 

The Acting British Consul at Tripoli reports tha} 
several British subjects (Maltese) in business in ji 
district have complained of the dullness of trade at the 
present time, and they state that the depreciation of 
the lira has made the price of most British goods pro. 
hibitive for the average consumer. 

It seems that one of the best methods of pushing 
certain classes of British goods in Tripoli is a persona] 
visit of representatives of British firms. Recently an 
ex-officer (now representing a large London tea firm) 
visited Tripoli for five days and brought in many times 
the orders which the firm’s local agent had hitherto 
been able to obtain. He considered that his pergoyg| 
visit repaid the firm more than any amount of 
advertising. 

TRADE WITH LATVIA. 

The Department of Overseas Trade understand tha 
the Latvian Minister of Supplies has expressed a de. 
sire through the Latvian Consul in London that British 
merchants should, when dealing with various Govern. 
ment institutions in Latvia, communicate only through 
the medium of the Ministry, and not make use of third 
parties. 





EXCHANGE REMITTANCES. , 

H.M. Consul at Riga states that by a recent regula- 
tion of the Latvian Government to purchase or gend 
abroad foreign exchange, or to cable remittances, or 
send cheques from Latvia, special permission must now 
be obtained from the Lettish Ministry of Finance. This 
permission will only be given in practice, for payment 
for certain selected classes of goods from abroad which 
are considered of prime necessity for Latvia. 

It is the opinion of H.M. Consul that in view of this 
regulation, British exporters should for the present exer- 
cise caution in sending goods to Latvia, unless pay- 
ment has previously been arranged by means which do 
not conflict with this regulation. 

The address of the Latvian Consulate in London is 
$2, High Holborn, W.C.1, as from to-day. 





NEW BELGIAN LAW RELATING TO 
CONSULAR FEES 

The ‘* Moniteur Belge’’ (Brussels) for 26th 
September, contains the text of a Law, dated 24th 
August, revising the scale of fees to be levied by Belgian 
Consular officers in foreign countries. <A schedule of 
the revised seale of fees is appended to the Law, which 
supersedes earlier legislation on the subject (Laws of 
1849 and 1910, ete.). 

In virtue of a Royal Decree, dated 26th August and 
published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’ on 26th August, 
the revised scale of fees is to come into force:— 

(1) In European countries, on Ist October, 1920. 

(2) In the United States, Canada, Algeria, Tunis 
and Egypt, on 15th October, 1920. 

(3) In all other countries on 1st November, 1920. 

A copy of the ‘‘ Moniteur’’ may be seen by persons 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 39, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 








EMPIRE COTTON GROWING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. L. G. Killby has been appointed Secretary to 
the Kmpire Cotton Growing Committee. He is at 
present Superintendent of the Department of Tech- 
nelogy, City and Guilds of London Institute. In 1904, 
at Oxford, he took his B.A. degree in the Honours 
School of Natural Science, with First-Ciass Honours in 
Chemistry. He then became Demonstrator in 
Chemistry, and in 1907 was awarded the degree of 
B.Se. (Oxon) for research work. He has been on the 
staff of the Department of Technology for 14 years. 
During the war Mr. Killby received a Commission In 
the Army, and served in France as one of the chemists 
on water supplies in the field, and was afterwards 
transferred to the Chemical Warfare Department of the 
Ministry of Munitions. He was mentioned 1D 
despatches. 
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Fxhibitions and Fairs. 





FORTHCOMING LONDON FAILS. 


The International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., announce 
the following arrangements for Exhibitions to be held 
ring 1921 at the Royal Agricultural Hall, London :— 
. Clothing, Outfitting and Woollen Trades Exhi- 
~ 8th to 18th March, comprising every kind of 


pition, , — 
for men’s wear, and woollen and cotton plece- 


article 


goods. : : ee 
* The Drapery, Textile and Women’s Wear Exhibition, 


sth to 15th April, comprising all kinds of women’s wear 
ond textiles. ; a 

London Fair and Market, 4th to 15th July, comprising 
the following sections :-—Jewellery, silver and electro- 
plate ; stationery ; leather goods of all descriptions ; toys, 
vames and sports goods; china and glass ; hardware, 
including art metal goods, labour-saving appliances, 
jomestic hardware, etc., and a number ol novelties 
which cannot be sectionalised. 


SAMPLES EXHIBITION IN 
WALSALL. 

An Exhibition of about 3,000 foreign samples was 
held in the Temperance Hall, Walsall, on ‘Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, September 28th, 29th and 
xith. The samples comprised leather goods, stationery 
requisites, harness, hardware and brassfoundry, lamps, 
tools, twines, brushes, and electrical goods, of German, 
Swedish, American, Swiss, Vrench, and Argentine 
manufacture. The overseas markets in which the goods 
were sold were Holland, Finland, India, Switzerland, 
South America, United States of America, South 
\friea. Australia, New Zealand, West Indies, Balkan 
States, Italy, Siam and Canada. 

During the period the Exhibition was open 250 firms 
fom Walsall, Dudley, Wolverhampton, Birmingham, 
Ploxwich, Oldburv, Brownhills and Wednesbury called 
to inspect the samples. 

Piquant interest was shown in the leather woods, a 
number of firms finding in the samples new suggestions 
for making up, and in a large number of instances 
samples were loaned to manufacturers for detailed 
inspection at their works by foremen and workpeople. 
A collection of saddlery and harness of Argentine manu- 
facture disconcerted most of the local harness makers 
y reason of the low prices at which the goods were 
quoted. Opinions varied as to the possibility of United 
Kingdom firms competing against the Argentine harness 
makers in their own home market, though there was no 
doubt in the minds of the visitors that Walsall-made 
hamess was, in quality and workmanship, much 
superior to the samples shown. 

The samples of brushes om view were of Argentine, 
French, and Japanese manufacture. With reference 
to the two last-named, the quality of the goods was 
extremely high, and left nothing to be desired in excel- 
lence of manufacture. The prices of the Japanese toilet 
brushes were much below home costs, though it is likely 
that since the samples were obtained production costs 
have risen considerably in Japan as elsewhere. 

The Argentine brushes were in a different category, 
and betrayed all the marks of crude workmanship— 
not altogether to be wondered at in a new industry. 

One of the main features of the whole exhibition was 
the extent to which hitherto imnorting countries have, 
in certain respects, become self-supporting. Walsall 
manufacturers were quick to realise this fact and note 
Its significance 


FOREIGN 


—~— 





—_—_——. 


EXHIBITION AT ALGIERS. 

It has been arranged to hold the annual Congres 
les Acriculteurs de France at Algiers next vear, states 
H.M. Consul-General at Algiers. The Confédération 
les Associations Agricoles du Département d’Alger has 
decided to avail itself of the occasion to organise an 
Agrienltural Show and Exhibition Pair (Concours 


Généra] Agricole de l'Afrique du Nord Foire Exposi- 











EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





tion de Produits Algériens), of which the Governor- 
General of Algeria has accepted the honorary 
presidency, 

The Exhibition is expected to open in April next 
and to last about a month, but the exact dates have 
not yet been fixed, It will be held on the Champ de 
Manoeuvres, in the suburbs of Algiers, and will occupy 
an area of nearly 124 acres. It is understood that the 
Minister of Agriculture has promised to preside at the 
opening of the Congress. Numerous Communes have 
promised to render their assistance in the arrange- 
inents, and the Confederations of the Departments of 
Oran and Constantine will probably collaborate. 

The Agricultural Show will consist of displays of 
varicus Classes of horses, cattle, poultry and other 
domestic animals and birds; of wines and spirits; and 
of agricultural products, aids and appliances. 

The Exhibition Fair will not be competitive. It will 
comprise an exhibiton of motor cars, motor tractors 
(motor-culture), and the industrial and other products of 
North Africa. The first two classes of exhibits named 
will include foreign as well as French exhibits. The 
price of sites for tractors is 15 francs per square metre, 
in the open, and exhibitors may erect their own 
structures; that for cars has not vet been definitely 
settled. | ; 

The Exhibition of North African Products will be 
divided into the following classes: Food-stuffs, various 
native industries, textiles, mine products, wood, and 
Algerian, Tunisian and Moroccan arts. 

Ali applications and inquiries should be addressed 
to Monsieur Celestin Granier, Commissaire Général, 
[, Rue Maréchal Bosquet, Algiers. 

SYDNEY MOTOR SHOW. 

The rules and regulations governing the show of the 
New South Wales Motor ‘Traders’ Association in 
January next may be consulted at Room 116, Australia 
House, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

The show is to be held in the Industrial Hall at the 
Royal Agricultural Society’s show ground, Sydney. 
The success of the 1920 show held in January last 
exceeded the Association’s expectations, and arrange- 
ments are now in progress to provide for the exhibition 
of an even larger number of motor ears, lorries and 
kindred lines. 

A feature of the 1921 Motor Show will be the display 
cach night of cinema films depicting industrial pro- 
cesses, etc. Bookings for space in the Show can now 
be accepted, and must be handled through motor 
traders in this country who are members of the 
Association, 








MOTOR SHOW IN INDIA. 


According to information published in the Indian 
press a motor show will be held in Delhi in February 
of next year. It will be held under the auspices of 
the local Motor Trade Association, and will be open 
only to those motor firms in India who are agents or 
recognised sub-agents for motor cars and _ vehicles, 
motor cycles and motor accessories. It is proposed to 
hold a motor gymkhana in connection with the show, 
in which there will be a competition for private owners 
as well as for motor firms. 

The managing committee is a very strong one, with 
the Chief Commissioner as chairman and Major Morgan 
as organising secretary. It is hoped that the Viceroy 
will perform the opening ceremony, 

United Kingdom firms desiring to be represented 
should communicate with their Indian representatives. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

EXHIBITION oF tHE RrRitTIsH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W. 7. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOF AND LEATHER FAIR— 
October 4th-9th. at Roval Agricultural Hall, Islimgton 
Organised by ‘*‘ The Shoe and Teather Record.’’ 40 
Finsbury Square. E.C.2. on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 
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Dairy SHow— 
October 19th-22nd, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 

BREWERS’ EXHIBITION— 
Opens October 30th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL MoToR VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 
October 14th-23rd, at Olympia. Organised by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, 
Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor EXHIBITION— 
November 4th-13th, at Olympia and the White City. 
Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, §.W.1. 

LaunDRY TRADES EXHIBITION— 
November 7th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Isling- 
ton. 

Tus Cycie anp Motror-Cycte SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia. Organised 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 

GLascow SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 

ExHIBITION— 

Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dec. 4th. Apply J. M. Freee, 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 

INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 
White City, November 29th-December 4th. 
S. G. Houghton, 167, Strand, W.C. 2. 

Toy AND Fancy Goops EXxHIBITION— 
King’s Hall, Manchester, January 3rd-14th, 1921. 

EFFICIENCY ExHIBITION— 
Olympia, February 10th-26th. Apply to Organising 
Secretary, ‘ Daily Mail ’’ Efficiency Exhibition, 130, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C. 4. 

British INDUSTRIES FaiR— 
White City, London, February 21st-March 4th, 1921. 
Birmingham, same period. 
Glasgow, Feb. 28th-March 11th. 

CLotTHING, OvuTFITTING AND WooLLeN TRADES ExHIBITION— 


Apply to :— 


Royal Agricultural Hall, March 8th-18th. Apply to:— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street. London, E.C. 2. 

DRAPERY TEXTILE AND WOMEN’S WEAR EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, April 4th-15th. Apply to:— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 


House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 
INTERNATIONAL BuILDING TRADES EXHIBITION 
Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 45, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C.26. 
Giascow BaKers’, Grocers’, CONFECTIONERS’ AND ALLIED 
Trapts ExHIsITtTIon— 
Kelvin Hall, April 5th-15th, 1921. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 
LONDON FAIR AND MARKET— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th, 1921. Apply 
to :—International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 


OVERSEAS. 
Venice Art ExuIsBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muni- 
cipio), Venice. 
Riga Trane Farr (LATVIA.)— 
Last week in September, for five weeks. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAarR— 
October 24th-3lst. Applications to La Direccion General 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, Barcelona. 
Rome AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
(See ‘‘ Journal,’”’ June 24th.) 
Trieste Sample FarR— 
October 9th. 
Lyons Farr— 
October I1st-15th. 
Trieste Farr— 
September 26th. 
San Paoro (Braziit)— 
sritish Chamber of Commerce Exhibition (Glass, Pot- 
tery and Earthenware), October 1st-December 1st. 
TurRIN ExHIBITION— 
October. 
Maprip SampLe Farr— 
October. 
SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late in 
the year. 
AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 
Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 
MILWAUKEE SHOE ExposITtion— 
January 10th-13th, 1921. 





(See “ Journal,’’ July 22nd, page 95.) 


Association of National Shoe 


Retailers. 
Cryzon Motor SHow— 
Colombo. January 22nd-29th. 


DeLtu1 Motror SHow— 
February 7th. 

Brvussers CommerciAL Farr (INTERNATIONAL) — 
April 4th-20th. Apply to:—Foire Commerciale Bruxelles, 
Grand Place 19, Bruxelles. ! 


_ — 
— 























Imperial and Foreign 
Trade, | 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-Genera] f 
Conmercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 29th September 
1920, is as under:-- " 

SEASON AND CROPS. 











During the week ending 18th September light to moderay 
rain has fallen. Prospects of standing crops generally sal 
but more rain needed everywhere in the Punjab, United 
Province of Agra and Oudh, Bihar, and Bombay, in parts 
of Central India, Madras, and Western Bengal, and in - 
irrigated areas in the North-West Frontier Province and 
the Central Provinces. During the week ending 25th 
September monsoon active in Lower Burma, Southern India 
and extreme North, with local rainfall elsewhere. 

WueEaT Ferecas?. 
All India final wheat forecast 29,976,000 acres, 10,092,000 


tons. The last two years’ figures were :— 
Acreage. Yield. 
Thousands of Acres. Thousands of Tons. 
1917-18. 1918-19. 1917-18. 1918-19, 
35,487 23,764 9,222 7,502 


MARKETS. 

Bombay cotton market irregular. Good M.G. Southern 
October, Rs.430. Piece-goods market steady, with little 
retail enquiry. Calcutta jute market steady with prices un- 
changed, though small business done. Heavy goods quiet 
but firm, with good demand for B Twills. Hessians quiet 
with easier prices. No change in Bank Rates. 





——__— 


AUSTRALIA. 


OVERSEAS TRADE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
1919-20. 

_ The preliminary summary of South Australian oversea 
imports and exports for the year ended 30th June, 1920, 
issued by the Government Statist, shows that imports 
totalled £7,534,227, or £1,031,918 more than in the previous 
year, states the ‘‘Bulletin” of the Intelligence and Tourist 
Bureau, Adelaide. Of the total imports 58 per cent. were 
shipped from the United Kingdom and British possessions, 
and the balance, 42 per cent., from foreign countries. 
Exports overseas amounted to £20,530,337, an increase of 
£8,959,867 on the figures for the previous year. Of the 
total, 70 per cent. were sent to the United Kingdom and 
other British Possessions, and the balance, 30 per cent., to 
foreign countries. The values of the principal articles of 
import and export, with increases as compared with the 
previous year, are as follow :— 





IMPORTS, 
Increase 
1919-20. on 1918-19. 
£ £ 
Cocoa, chocolate, and coffee 45,132 24,094 
SE ee 479,322 295,836 
Machines and machinery 347,917 21 ,286 
Manures, phosphates _....... 119,087 23,651 
Metal manufactures .......... 507 ,962 107,695 
ESET eae pe ee 906 399 631 223 
Sulphur (brimstone) _....... 61,937 30,149 
RPE rence ee reer nr ee 914,210 138,548 
RE Nae el a cae 947,117 76,041 
Vehicles, motors, etc. ...... 476,714 153,659 
Exports. 

Pe ee ree 182,299 102,780 
ED: . <eneicnsielameiaeinieans 488,106 369,952 
Fruits, jams, etc. ......... 202,003 117,134 
ar reer oP 11,300,624 7,304,850 
O° iain eerieaesiouenhs 196.112 194,792 
Ee manne oreriers 1.542.975 657 791 
nccousboweds 58.888 39,551 
EE aS 470,255 216,246 
CRS ene errs Ste Troe 65,328 96 487 
TE: etusnoustansnmabacrmaale 4,471,965 403,792 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN TRINIDAD, ETC. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
PorT oF SPAIN. 





The successful attempt to raise a loan of £1,000,000 
locally is perhaps the outstanding feature of the first half 
of the present year. The sum actually applied for 
amounted to over £1,500,000, a remarkable index of the 
present prosperity of the Colony, The money is to be 
expended principally on railway improvements, but 
£160,000 is allocated to a road scheme, and £270,000 to the 
improvement of the water supply in the towns and villages 
of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Another improvement which has received the sanction of 
the Legislative Assembly is the Reclamation of the Caroni 
Swamp, a@ malarial district of 10,250 acres within a few 
miles of Port of Spain. This scheme will not only increase 
the productive acreage of the island and improve the health 
of the surrounding districts, but will also shorten the 
distance between Port of Spain and San Fernando, the 
second town of the Colony, by ten miles. The promoters 
will receive payment in Government Debentures bearing 
interest at 7 per cent., and redeemable at the expiration 


‘of four years from the date of issue. 


In the early part of the year much interest was aroused 
by the announcement that Trinidad had been selected as a 
site of the proposed West Indian Agricultural College. The 
Trinidad Agricultural Society at once agreed that to meet 
the initial expenses of founding the College £50,000 should 
be raised during the years 1921 and 1922 by means of extra 
taxes on all exports of local produce. The Imperial Com- 
missioner of Agriculture for the West Indies has recently 
visited St. Augustine, a healthy and fertile district within 
a few miles of Port of Spain, and it is probable that the 
College will be established in that district. 

Exrort Trine, JANvUARY-JULY, 

With regard to trade, the following table shows the exports 
of the principal products from Ist January to 3lst July 
during the last three years :— 


1918. 1919. 1920. 
 IEerprereeereres bags. 278,169 300,431 383,543 
Molasses .... puncheons 1,103 682 3,412 
EE Sntihacdenuiaanne casks. 3,532 3,292 3,194 
ar puncheons 1,233 936 237 
Coconuts number 11,519,720 16,857,040 14,155,700 
eer. tons. 22,254 35,633 56,859 
EN, Sinidinninwiniiiidiaien Ib. 43,358,900 51,284,500 52,189,000 
SL | dei nubiudiecaiicobd lb. 320 89,120 48 320 
Ser gals. 22,677,734 27,968,889 21,564,786 


Sccar ano Cocoa PosItIons. 


All the sugar available for export from the last crop has 
now been shipped. The crop amounted to about 55,000 tons, 
the best since 1917, and more than was at one time antici- 
pated. The cultivation of the new crop is proceeding under 
favourable weather conditions, and is reported to be well 
forward. 

The marketing of the cocoa crop, which appears to be 
about equal to that of 1919, has been demoralised by the 
serious fall in prices. The London quotation, which was 
130s. per ewt. in January, at first rose to 144s., but fell 
suddenly to 135s. in May, and to 120s. in June, while New 
York prices, which stood at 21! cents per lb. in February, 
were down to 181 cents. by August. 


British Manvuracturers AND West INpIAN MARKETS. 

No statistics of the imports during the period under review 
were available at the time of reporting, but it may be said 
that while the stores have not yet been able to get back to 
their pre-war stocks, dry goods and household articles have 
been arriving in much larger quantities than for many years. 
Many traders have recently visited the United Kingdom, 
particularly at the time of the British Industries Fair, and 
orders placed by them, together with orders of longer 
standing, are now coming to hand, the goods generally giving 
satisfaction. American motor cars and lorries continue to 
atrive in large numbers, and it is difficult to understand 
why British manufacturers neglect the West Indian market. 
No British cars were imported in 1919, and only one so far 
this year. Thero has been a serious shortage of oilfield 
equipment, the effect of which has been to reduce the opera- 
tions of the old companies and to delay the commencement 
of operations by the many new ones. The value of the 
material in recurring demand by the oil-producing com- 
panies is very large, and it is to be regretted that the pro- 
portion supplied by British engineering firms is almost 
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negligible. A number of locomotives and a quantity of roll- 
ing stock ordered from the United Kingdom by the Trinidad 
Government Railway in 1918 had not yet arrived in the 
Colony, but, on the other hand, four locomotives ordered 
from Canada in September, 1919, were delivered last 
January and have been in operation for six months. 


Krrect or EXCHANGE FLuUctTUATIONs. 

The fiuctuations of the exchange rate on New York, which 
is governed by the London-New York rate, have seriously 
influenced trade with the United States. The premium on 
the American dollar, which was 24 per cent. in January, fell 
at one time to 18 per cent., but it recently rose to 34 
per cent 


SHIPPING AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 


The outstanding features of ocean transport have been 
the establishment of a new monthly service by the Hugo 
Persson Line between Sweden and West Indian and Central 
American ports, and the decision of the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company to withdraw their service between London 
and Barbados, Trinidad, and British Guiana. 

Telegraphic communication between the British West 
Indies and the United Kingdom, which has been almost 
entirely broken during the period under survey, has now 
been re-established by the repair of a number of cables 
hetween the various islands. 





CANADA, 





INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS 
IN ONTARIO. 
(from F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
Toronto. 


In view of the fact that reports on business conditions 
in Canada still continue to reflect more than a little un- 
certainty as to the future, the Royal Bank of Canada has 
made a survey based on reports received from its represen- 
tatives in all parts of the Dominion. 

In Ontario, it is pointed out, wholesale trade is good 
and prices show a tendency to rise. Retail trade is normal, 
although some dealers, to obtain funds, have put on cut- 
rate sales. Scarcity of available funds has also caused the 
renewal of more trade paper than formerly. Manufac- 
turers are, on the average, working at normal capacity, 
although at some points plants have had to close down 
frequently owing to the shortage of coal and power. The 
labour situation through the province is satisfactory, some 
largo strikes having. been settled. 


Pute AND Paper INpDuUsSTRY. 


The Spruce Falls Company, Limited, has acquired 23,727 
acres of pulpwood limits in Northern Ontario, 1,740 square 
miles, 400 acres of a colony farm occupied by aliens interned 
during the war, at Kapuskasing, and water-power rights 
on the Kapuskasing River. The company has authorised 
capital of 7,000,000 dols., and its purchases of equipment, 
etc., are likely to be made largely in the United States and 
Canada, although through the efforts of H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner’s Office at Toronto, United Kingdom makers of 
pulp and paper machinery have had an opportunity of 
submitting quotations and particulars to the legal repre- 
sentatives in Toronto of the Spruce Falls Company. 

The Premier of Ontario has announced that in future in 
all contracts for the sale of pulpwood limits a clause will be 
inserted guaranteeing 15 per cert. of the output to Cana- 
dian newspaper publishers. 

According to the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association, 
the pulp and paper exports from Canada for April reached 
a total value of 8,172,356 dols., as compared with 4,968,939 
dols. for April, 1919. an increasa of 3,203,417 dols. They 
were made up as follows :— 

1919. 1920. 

Month of April. Dols. Dols. 
Paper and manufactures of 3,630,238 4,729,354 
Chemical pulp 1,120.990 2,936,633 
Mechanical pulp _.............. 217.711 506,369 


“eevee ereeweneee earns 





4,9€8,939 8,172,356 


_ 








Newsprint formed the principal item of the paper exports 
for the month. There was, however. a falling off in 
quantity at 899,324 ewt., although an increase in value 
at 3.827.541 dols., as compared with 920,592 cwt., valued 
at 3,160,318 dols., in April, 1919. 
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The distribution of the month’s exports was as follows :— 


United. United. Other 
Kingdom. Stutes. Countries. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Total paper ......... 344, 517 3,700,682 694,155 
Total! puip pcpadnas 514,565 2,900 825 $21 509 
Pulp wood ......... ~- 120,741 —— 
Zotals—_ .......... $59,035 §,658,248 1,075,064 


Particulars of tle pulp and paper exports for the fiscal 
year ended 3lst March, 1920, were given in an article on 
“Industrial and Commercial Conditions in Canada,’ 
published in the ‘Journal’ of 5th August, pages 161-162. 


COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN THE 
WESTERN PROVINCES. 
(irom L. sm. 


Bb. Beale, Trade Commissioner.) 
WINNIPEG. 


Wholesale and manufacturing businesses show signs ol 
quieter conditions, partly due to a 
reasonably low at prevailing high 
hand, retail trade appears fair, 
is up to the average, except in boots and shoes and wearing 
apparel, in which lines all stores have marked down prices. 
There is a general optimistic feeling throughout the West 
on account of the excellent crop conditions. 

Marked activity is noticeable at Vancouver, where the 
export and import trade is developing at a 
rate. At this port large improvements to the harbour are 
commencing, lines are establishing 
connections. 
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New Inpvustrizs iN Britisn Co_umsia. 

During the first four months of 1920, 564 new industrial 
concerns came into existence in British Columbia, establish- 
ing a record for any similar period in the history of the 
Province; and, according to the Chairman of the Workmen’s 
Board, the present year will be one of the heaviest in 
industrial development the province has ever known. 

GREAT West Bank oF CANADA. 

A Bill to incorporate the Great West Bank of Canada 1s 
row before Parliament. he eanital is fixed at 5.000.000 
dols.. of which 950 000 dols. Liilst he paid WwyYy hefore business 
can be undertaken. The head will be at Regina, 
Saskatchewan, and he opened at desirable 


omce 


branches will 


points in the Province of Saskatchewan. 
Savincs Bank ror Rurat Crepits 
The Manitoba Government has opened a Savings Bank 
Department, and 1S now accepting deposits. All funds 
a to finance rural credits 


secured by the bank will be utilise 
Lanovurers For THE Harvest. 

It is estimated that 50,000 farm labourers will be required 
to harvest the 1920 crop of the Prairie provinces. These 
labourers will be brought to Western Canada from the East 
by means of special excursion trains running at low fares. 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF Datry FARMING. 

As a further measure towards encouraging the develop- 
ment of the dairying industry in the Province of Saskatche- 
wan, the Saskatchewan Government is purchasing 100 
young grade dairy cows and heifers in Eastern Canada at 
an estimated cost of 10,000 dols., for re-sale on easy terms 
to bona-fide dairy farmers in the various dairy centres of 
the province. Only farmers now engaged or who are entering 
the dairy business, and will agree to have all cows pur- 
chased from the Government bred to pure-bred sires of the 
same breeding, can secure these cows. It is stated to be 
increasingly difficult to secure Shorthorn cows or heifers of 
a good milking strain. 

LoapINnG or LUMBER. 

There are 390 saw mills in operation on the Pacific Coast 
of Canada, and these. so far, have proved their ability to 
meet the overseas demand for Pacific Coast lumber. The 
Federal Government. through the Vancouver Harbour 
Commission, propose to aid the saw mills in the near future 
by the establishment of great booming erounds and assemb- 
ling wharves, which will facilitate the loading of ocean 
earriers. The lack of such accommodation as is now being 
provided has in the past considerably retarded the develop- 
ment of foreign trade. 

BrirtpInc DEVELOPMENTS. 

In nearly all the larze towns throughout Western Canada 
large warehouses, hanks. and cinematograph theatres are 
being constructed. The T. Eaton Company of Toronto and 
Winnipeg are building a large warehouse in Winnipeg costing 
two-and-a-half million dollars, and the Paramount Theatre 


————___ 
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Company have their million-dollar cinematograph theatr, 
well on the way towards completion. The erectiog of 
residences, however, is considered very small, taking jnty 
account the large number of unmigrants that are pouring 
into Western Canada. , 
P&eer-Maxinea Inpvustry. 

Southern Saskatchewan is being surveyed with a view 4, 
securing the most suitable site tor a miuilion-dollar paper 
mill, 

Wheat straw is the material proposed 
manufacture of paper. Experiments iiave shown that ty 
tons of straw can be made into a ton of paper, while typ 
tons of coal are necessary for the power, making, jt jg 
stated, the manufactured product much cheaper than the 
price now charged for the pulpwood product. } 


to be utilised in ¢), 


Hicmway AND BripGe Construction IN MAN1TorA. 
According to a summary of the operations by the Manitoba 
Highways Branch Commissioner, trom the end of the fiscq] 
year, 380th November, 1919, until l5th June of this year 
the followine work had been undertaken in connection with 


the cood roads policy of the Provincial Government :— 
Provincial highways constructed, 30°48 miles; market roads. 
472:71 miles; bridges constructed or authorised, 30. The 


estimated cost of ail projects authorised is 1,751,054 dols.. 
and the Provincial Government’s share of the total cost js 
860,688 dols. | 
Exports From ALBERTA TO UNITED STATES. 

During the past year the Province of Alberta exported to 
the United States products to the value of 17,585,332 dols.. 
an increase of 7,000,000 dols. 1918. These exports 
comprised chiefly live stock, woo!, grain, raw furs and meat. 


over 


NEW ZEALAND. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL FEATURES 
OF THE BUDGET SPEECH. 
(From T.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON. 

fn connection with the estimated revenue for 1920-21, the 
Prime Minister in his Budget speech stated that the usual 
enquiries were made from merchants in all branches of 
trade, in order to arrive at an estimate of the revenue to 
be expected from Customs Duties. A summary of the in- 
formation obtained as given by the Prime Minister is of 
interest in estimating the state of trade for the year. 
Merchants have been notified that there will be a great 
reduction in the quantity of spirits imported owing to the 
fact that no bulk whisky is to be exported from. Great 
Britain, and that only 60 per cent. of the usual supply in 
Cases will be available ror export to New Zealand. There are, 
however, stocks held in bond in New Zealand which may be 
sufficient to counterbalance the shortage of importation. 

Hardware and soft-goods supplies are not expected to 
increase very greatly, and there is evidently much delay in 
obtaining fulfilment of orders. The chances are that there 
will be a slightly better supply than during the year just 
closed. The shipping companies expect more tonnage by at 
least 15 per cent. 

All the authorities referred to gave their opinions with 
diffidence, and admitted that there must be a strong element 
of chance in attempting to forecast the revenue, especially 
in view of possible labour troubles, and the fact that many 
British manufacturers had not yet resumed their pre-war 
output owing to shortage of labour and raw materials. 
However, looking to the returns for the first three months 
of the current year, there is good reason to expect that the 
revenue will show a further increase. 

The following are items of outstanding interest, embodied 
in the Budget statement :—- 


Customs DEPARTMENT. 

This is the first occasion in the history of the Dominion 
when the revenues of Customs and Excise have exceeded 
€5,000,000. The actual amount realised was £5,187,727. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. aes: 

The agricultural and pastoral industries of the Dominion 
have been well maintained during the year, having aga 
had the support of the system of Imperial Government pur 
chase of primary staples. 

Though good cereal crops were harvested, the acreage 
declined in 1919-20 to 142,960 acres, as against 910,775 acres 
in 1918-19. Among other causes, the development o* sheep 
farming and dairying have contributed to the decline in the 
production of cereals. 

A small decrease in the sheep returns for 1919, as compared 
with the previous year, is doubtless due to the severe winter 
experienced throughout the country. 
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Qwing to the expansion of the dairy industry, the returns comprehensive scheme adopted by the Government. It is 


of cattle have increased, Attention, however, is drawn to 
the fact that in many districts farmers are killing off prac- 
tically all calves, and it is pointed out that the continuance 
of this practice will result in dairy cows becoming very dear 
in the future. Owing to the heavy stocks remaining in store 
from last season, the increased killings during the past year 
have severely taxed the capacity of the freezing works. 

The wool clip has been lighter than that of the previous 
eason owing to unfavourable climatic conditions, 

The output of cheese has increased, while that of butter 
has declined. This decline is attributed to the increased 
manufacture of dried milk. Sugar of milk has been de- 
pressed, but casein 1s in demand and condensed milk manu- 
facture 1S 1n rood position, 

It is stated that the approaching termination of the 
Imperial Government agreements for the purchase of wool, 
meat, sheep skins, and possibly dairy produce, will bring 
ahout a position requiring careful handling, in order that 
the resumption of open trading may be effected to the best 
advantage. Especially does this apply to frozen meat and 
vool, owing to the congestion which at present exists. Given 
a suficient supply of tonnage and reasonable ocean freight 
rates, the prospect of New Zealand’s staple products in the 
yorld’s markets appears bright. 

In spite of the shipping shortage, the fruit industry has 
continued to expand, and about 37,000 acres are now em- 
ploved in commercial orchards. The Government is inierest- 
‘ng itself in a scheme to ensure a more adequate return to 
the grower, and a recular supply at rensonauble prices to the 
consumer. Growers have been assisted also in the opening 
up of suitable markets for the exportable surplus of fruit. 


§ 


LAND SETTLEMENT. 


During the past year 175,836 acres, costing £1,929,435, 
were acquired for the purposes of the Discharged Soldiers’ 
Settlement Act, and 25,061 acres, costing £423,017, were 
purchased on behalf of individual soldiers. The policy of 
promoting the closer settlement of lands is continuing, and 
every effort is being made to increase the number of holdings 
and to train suitable young men in agricultural and pastoral 
work, During the eight years ended 3lst March, 1920, there 
have been 23,021 sub-divisions of land, affecting 4,858,340 
ares. It is pointed out that whilst reasonable precautions 
will be taken to prevent aggregation, the right to acquire 
small freeholds will not be withheld. The prospect of owner- 
ship is necessary to induce farmers to remain on the land, 
and is a direct incentive to production and economy. 


INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS. 


The country is passing through a period of unrest such as 
always follows a great war, and industrial disputes are of 
frequent occurrence, It is urged that employers and workmen 
should recognise that the best corrective for high prices is 
increased production, and that all classes must assist in 
utilising the ample productive capacity of the Dominion to 
its fullest extent 

Cost or Livine. 


The cost of living is high, almost all the necessaries of life 
being far above the prices at which they stood in 1914, and 
it is pointed out that an attempt to review the causes 
of this increase would be futile. The termination of the 
wave of extravagance which has followed the war would, 
it is stated, remove one of the important causes of the rise 
in prices, 

Prices of essential commodities have been controlled by 
the Board of Trade, and steps have been taken to conserve 
food and clothing supplies grown and manufactured in the 
Dominion. It is claimed, moreover, that New Zealand is 
better off than any other part of the world in respect of the 
general level of prices 


Pusttic Works DEPARTMENT. 

The principal public works upon which expenditure is 
concentrated at present are as follows:— 

(a) Ratnway Construction.—All available material, 
machinery and staff are being concentrated on the comple- 
tion of railway lines of paramount importance to the 
Dominion. It is proposed, also, to introduce legislation 
authorising the construction of light railways in localities 
where it is considered that an adequate return would not 
be forthcoming on the cost of constructing standard railways. 

ConstRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF Roaps.—Data have 
heen collected for the purpose of forming a policy in connec- 
tion with developments of this nature, and it is proposed to 
Introduce a tyre tax, the proceeds of which will be allocated 
or the construction and upkeep of main roads. 

(c) Hypro-Erectric Power.—The shortage of material, 
machinery and men is handicapping the development of the 











stated, however, that as soon as the increase of production 
relieves this position, a greater effort will be made in the 
prosecution and completion of the scheme, which should 
result in increased national efficiency. 

GOVERNMENT Loans. 


It is stated that the total amount required to be raised 
for various purposes during the twelve months, commencing 
lst July, 1920, is £13,700,000 

In response to a fairly constant demand for investment at 
) per cent. of sums in excess of the limit of £500 imposed 
in connection with the issue of Post Office 5 per cent. 
inscribed stock, the Minister of Finance decided to make 
available to the public securities to the extent of £2,000,000, 
with a currency of ten years, bearing interest at 5 per cent., 
which is not free of income tax. The money so raised is to 
be applied for public works purposes, including railway im- 
provements and hydro-electric supply. 

Under the prospectus, which was issued on Ist June, 
investors are given the option of taking up debentures or 
inscribed stock. In order to encourage small investors to 
participate, bonds are issuable for sums of £50. Holders of 
bonds under this loan will have the option of converting 
such bonds into © per cent. inscribed stock on any due date 
of interest. 

BANKING LEGISLATION. 

Legislation will be submitted in connection with Govern- 
ment relationship with the banking business, It is proposed 
te continue the war measures which enable the Government 
to regulate the issue of notes. It is stated that the existing 
note-issue is not excessive and is amply secured by metallic 
reserve and readily realisable securities. Provision will be 
made for a gradual return to the free encashment of notes 
as soon as practicable. 





LEGISLATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
LIGHT RAILWAYS. 
(From H.M, Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON. 

A deputation representing the Waikato, Tauranga, and 
Nelson districts recently interviewed the Prime Minister 
with the request that the Local Railways Act should be 
amended to permit of the construction of narrow-gauge 
railways in New Zealand. 

It was pointed out that the narrow-gauge system has 
proved successful in other countries, and that its introduc- 
tion into New Zealand would result in the more rapid 
development of the country. The Waikato and other districts 
were mentioned, in which large timber areas are waiting to 
be opened up, while it was stated that the construction of 
light railways in the Nelson district is looked upon as a 
necessary means of carriage for the products of the orchards, 
if the fruit-growing industry is to continue to thrive. 

In reply Mr. Massey said that he had had the opportunity, 
while in France, of observing the extreme usefulness of 
narrow-gauge lines, and he had no doubt that their intro- 
duction into New Zealand would have a similar result, par- 
ticularly in those districts where road metal is scarce. 

Mr. Massey further stated that an Empowering Bill has 
already been prepared, and will come before Parliament 
during the present Session, for the purpose of amending the 
existing legislation to provide the powers sought. The pro- 
posal of the Government to encourage the construction of 
light railways is also referred to in the Budget for the 
current year. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


BUILDING AND IRRIGATION 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

Considerable financial provision has been made by the 
Union Government for the carrying out of building pro- 
grammes in various towns during the current year. One item 
of £40,000 is provided for the new Mint buildings and plant 
at Pretoria, and a balance of £165,000 is to be provided later. 

The total expenditure on building this year is close upon 
£1,000,000, leaving a _ balance of about £1,500,000 to 
be provided in the financial year 1921-22. The building pro- 
gramme embraces the construction and extension of schools, 
libraries, hospitals and public offices, together with the neces- 
sary equipment under each heading. 

An important irrigation project at Hartebeestepoort 
involves an expenditure of £100,000 this year and of £258,000 
at a later date. The total sum to be expended this year in 
irrigation in various parts of the Union is £832,000. 




















































































430 THE 





BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. OCTOBER 7, 1920 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE IN 1919. 


According to the Report on the Straits Settlements for 
the year 1919, prepared by the Colonial Secretary of that 
Colony, the aggregate trade of the Colony for last year 
amounted to £195,900,000, as compared with £81,900,000 in 
1914. 





ForeEIGN TRADE IN MERCHANDISE, 1914-1919. 
The following figures, from which coin and bullion are 
excluded, show the value of the foreign trade of the Colony 
during the past six years: — 


Imports. Exports. 

£1,000 £1,000 
errr rower 43,856 38,032 
sere 49,803 46,495 
xe 61,855 56,934 
SE. tdbndcaviinsen 73,987 72,307 
SED. sicwicnennsiinaet 81,618 71,922 
SE. -tiansamnianesintn 96,664 99,318 


IntTER-Port TRADE. 


The value of the inter-port trade, including treasure, was 
as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 

£1,000 £1,000 
1:) Cr 3,146 3.002 
eae 4,220 4,249 
TE. .. ddtutenebmaiuaiins 6,412 6,488 
ren 8,137 8,720 
Ree *9,183 *9 584 
——F2 Eee 713,164 713,235 


*Excluding coin and bullion, fCoin and bullion included 
for second half of 1919 only. Imports £6,552, exports £2,738. 

The aggregate trade for the year 1919 was therefore 
£195,900,000, against £153,500,000 in 1918, and £81,900,000 
in 1914, an increase of £42,400,000 over 1918, and of 
£114,000,000 over 1914. 


CLASSIFICATION OF TRADE. 


Distributed according to classes, the foreign trade records 
are as follows : — 


Imports. Exports. 
1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
£1,000 £1,000 £1,000 £1,000 
1. Live Animals, Foods Drinks 
and Narcotics ............. 28.819 34.901 22,861 26,659 
3. Raw Materials .................. 57,826 44,767 40,441 60,112 
5 Manufactured and partly 
Manufactured Articles ... 14,973 16.996 8,620 12,547 
Total 81,618 96.664 71,922 99,518 


The figures in all classes exceeded those of the previous 
year, as prices were, on the whole, much higher than in 1918. 


Imports AND Exports oF TIN. 


The imports of tin and tin ore were in 1919, 179,000 and 
1,038,000 piculs respectively, as against 85,000 and 1,059,000 
piculs respectively in 1918. 

The exports of tin in 1919 amounted to 997,000 piculs, 
valued at 128,720,000 dols., as compared with 925,000 piculs, 
valued at 143,618,000 dols. in 1918. 


IMPORTS AND Exports oF PARA RUBBER. 


The imports of Para Rubber in 1919 totalled 1,947,000 
piculs, valued at 175,805,000 dols., as against 1,738,000 piculs, 
valued at 122,302,000 dols. in 1918. 

The exports of Para rubber totalled respectively 2,970,000 
piculs, valued at 298,826,000 dols., and 1,841,000 piculs, 
valued at 154,559,000 dols. Of the quantities mentioned, 
the United Kingdom took 406,000 piculs in 1919, against 
159,000 piculs in 1918, and the United States 2,510,000 
piculs in 1919, against 1,334,000 piculs in 1918. 


TRADE BY COUNTRIES. 


The following statement shows the position of the Colony 
in the years 1918 and 1919 as a market for British, French, 
American, and Japanese goods :— 


Imports Exports. 
1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
£1,000 £1,000 £1,000 £1,000 
United Kingdom .......... 6,539 6,385 6,428 15,846 
allies 158 267 2,524 3,229 
United States of America 2,008 8,441 25,289 35,271 
ST - ly simeciivasumeenthands 5,880 4,165 3,143 2,963 


IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGpom. 
The articles which in 1919 gave the largest increased values 
from the United Kingdom were hardware and ironware (in- 
cluding cooking utensils), yarns, steel, paper and stationery, 














IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





linseed oil, canvas, paints, machinery (including electrica) 
goods), biscuits, tin plates, and cotton handkerchiefs, sarongs 
slendang, and kain. 

The articles showing declines in values from the Uniteg 
Kingdom were cotton piece-goods, cigars, and cigarettes 
whisky, malt liquors, indiarubber goods (including tyres), 
and brandy. 


CHARACTER OF Imports FROM THE UNITED States. 

From the United States of America increases in import 
values were seen in machinery, wire nails, tinned provisions 
(including fruits), milk, drugs, and nedicine, petroleyy 
playing cards, rubber tyres, paper aud stationery, beer ang 
ale, paints, tools and implements, lubricating oil, motor 
ears and accessories, tramway and railway material, tip 
plates, and apparel, and decreases in cigars and cigarettes, 
corrugated iron, woodenware, and iron bars. 

IMPORTS FROM JAPAN. 

From Japan tin plates, indiarubber goods, silk piece-goods 
milk, canvas and cabinet and woodenware, showed increases, 
while coal, matches, chemicals, paper and stationery, paints, 
hats and caps, cotton piece-goods (fish dry and salted), 
apparel, beer and ale, and cement, showed decreases, _ 


VARIATIONS IN Export VALUES. 

{xports to the United Kingdom showed increases jn values 
in such articles as gutta-percha, gum copal, tin, sago, black 
and white pepper, tapioca, copra, Para rubber, hides, pre. 
served pineapples, illipi nuts, rattans, shells, and coffee, but 
decreases took place in gambier, wolfram ore, coconut oil, 
and isinglass. 

Exports to the United States advanced in values of tapioca, 
jelutong, gutta-percha, Para rubber, hides, and gum copal, 
but declined in values of tin, copra, rattans, black and white 
pepper. 

Exports to Japan showed increases in values of raw cotton, 
phosphate of lime, Para rubber, tin,  rattans, hides, 
and gunnies, while declines were seen in shells, copra, opium, 
goats’ skins, sugar, tapioca flour and sago flour. 


CoMPETITORS WITH THE UNITED KiNGpom. 

Japanese competition does not seem very serious on the 
surface, but the large number of firms which have been 
established recently and the quantity of Japanese shipping 
calling at Straits ports, undoubtedly show that great efforts 
are being made to capture a permanent share of the trade 
of the Colony. The Americans are much more prominent, 
and there has been a veritable invasion of rubber buyers 
from the United States in recent years. Several mercantile 
firms have also established themselves, and American 
shipping lines now run regular services from both the 
Pacific and Atlantic coasts, 

In conclusion, the United Kingdom undoubtedly holds a 
large share of the trade of the Colony, but many opportuni- 
ties for extending it have been lost through the inability of 
manufacturers to supply local requirements, and in the 
event of a falling market and increased foreign competition, 
the results of this shortcoming will probably be experienced. 





EUROPE. 
SPAIN. 


HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 
Manrib. 


The Secretary of La Unién Eléctrica Espaiiola has issued 
a statement of Spanish water-power in 1920, as a comple 
ment to the statistics published in 1914 and 1917. The 
existing installations show a total of 618,756 h.p. in use, 
compared with 281,490 in 1914, and 348,297 in 1917. 

These figures demonstrate the rapid increase in the pro- 
duction of hydro-electric power in Spain during the past 
few years, and raise the proportion of power actually ex- 
ploited to 10 per cent. of the total amount available, which 
is caleulated at six million h.p. ar 

If the falls under construction, representing 250,00U h.p., 
are taken into account, it may be calculated, since for 
purposes of production one h.p. is equivalent to six tons 
of coal per annum, that in four or five years’ time the pro- 
duction by water power in Spain will be nearly, if not fully, 
equal to the production by coal. 


WatTER-PoweErR CONCESSIONS. 


The following concessions for water power ha 
granted : — d 

1. To the Sociedad Energia Electrica del Centro e 
Espafia to extend their present concession in the River Alto 
Guadiana at Ossa de Monteil (Province of Albacete). 
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9. To the Sociedad Hispano Alemana de Estudios to 
ytilise the waters of the River Poqueira at Capieira 
(Province of Granada) for industrial purposes. 

3 To Don José Rueda Martin to draw 300 litres a second 
from the River Cueva at Risgordo (Province of Malaga). 

4.To D. Valentin Ruiz Senén to draw  i0,000 
litres of water from the River Juicar and Lake Ufa at 
Valdecabras (Province of Cuenca). 

5. A concession has been granted to D. Fernando P. Casa- 
riego, of Torrero, to utilise the waters of the River Navia 
up to any limit, for the production of electricity, by means 
of two falls betwee Sueiro and Sarandinas (Province of 
Oviedo). ™ 

6. To D. José Verdeja to draw 10,000 and 1,100 litres re- 
spectively from the Rivers Cores and Rub6é at Trescares 
(Paiamellera Alta), for industrial purposes (Province of 
Oviedo). 

7. To D. José Regino Murtia to draw 9,000 litres a second 
from the River Sella, for industrial purposes (Province of 
Oviedo). 

8. A concession has been granted to D. Bienvenido Oliver y 
Roman to draw 30,000 litres of water per second from the 
River Esla at Estrecho de Bachende in the district of 
Riatio (Province of Leon), for industrial purposes. 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
THE GRAIN HARVEST. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Prague 
states that the statistics for this year’s harvest, as published 
by the Czecho-Slovakian Statistics Bureau, contain the 
following returns of vields :— 








1920. 1919. 

Quintals. Quintals. 
Winter wheat ................. 2.303.696 2 588.078 
Summer wheat ........ Salata 549 320 271,561 
ET: ckcnivinnmenunnenans 4,591,178 5,720,944 
IG BD oc nscceseccnsessees 76,936 18,403 
ee 30,285 24 535 
Summer barley ............... 2,687,175 2.767 ,243 
SE Se errr eer rny 4,089,087 4,608 339 
Miscellaneous _..... aaediavanietie 84,298 49 651 





LITHUANIA. 


FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY—JUNE, 1920. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





Kovno. 
The imports into Lithuania during the first six months of 
1920 amounted in value to 131,550,086 marks, while exports 
totalled 100,066,427 marks. The appended tables give details 
of both the inward and the outward trade:— 











IMPORTS. VALUE. 

Mks. 
a ills eahiariieambaetidi 7,060,828 
Beverages (beer, wine, lemonade, etc.) ...... 644,811 
TE, oni nienehioheceaanoniinadsimonnnnaanetii 7,490,319 
Animal products — ...........ccccoccrcesesscesescesees 13,118,277 
Textiles (cotton, wool, and silk) ............... 19,067,478 
TE  svscsuscincatsassbussseniessesbensesnsakinins 46,552,300 
E,W acini cs ccnestecsnctnwes tenses: 11,226,266 
Minerals and manufactured products thereof 3,867,117 
Haberdashery and millinery ...........-...+00+ 5,369,404 
Medicines and drugs _.........ccccceceeseeeeees Cas 313,893 
i ccnnincnatnnsdenionsssacsicorns 17,477 
Machinery and trade implements ............... 4,175,894 
PO, UWE  entcsisesesccccsoccesoescnscoesescoseses 1,239,600 
NS Aten saciid puanaiainniannenceeunuennmnunt 2,042,770 
ID | ci snsecedpaneennnisioden wheusonnpbenisnis 2,215,742 
Books, printed matter, paper, and stationery 4,477,911 
EE INTE coils aaoieah 789,089 
OTL ATCO NTT TOT 5,880,903 
BE FINS | « cacccccsirsicinseenr 131,550,086 

Expormts. VALUE. 

Mks. 
I i, sitcniiechadmmibbiienenl 24,324,411 
ee elas cs cincls nnn icniabetiaiets 5.850.560 
DS SO OT AOTC OT 1,187,079 
RE ES scnxeconisienssesinveunendnnmentenn 9,635,320 
III - 51: tb csimaaiedenieormenncnpenedunnesenninnn 60,784 
ee tialeead Sid can cniceaiseinmlaiailandnniniiiainl 12,456,235 
I IIIS. (si nacceecacrmncianntiiinieieeiinibiiah 420,830 
WOU, GUNMEN  ....cccccccccccecceseeveseenes 10,814,365 
Wood and timber (unworked) .................. 29,581,808 
Eh NTT TT er APN 3,421,000 
I ilatinahitlieheaasidinkikinsiiicinsdsianinnsineneandnaaenmmenini 270,600 
ERR rerene renee 2,043,435 
TE 5s scainateateaenscnniiallionateatiniatiee 100,066,427 
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CAUCASUS. 


FOREIGN TRADE OF BATOUM. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 











Batoum. 

The greater part of the imports into the port of Batoum 
for the period since the evacuation of the British Forces 
until the end of July consist of goods ordered before it was 
realised that Batoum was to be transferred to the Georgian 
Republic, and therefore the list cannot be taken as a true 
indication of the commerce of the port under the Georgian 
regime. Imports arriving since consist of comparatively 
small consignments for local merchants, and two or three 
Italian firms and French firms which still keep their 
Batoum branches open. 


IMPORTS. 


The principal imports during the period covering 7th to 
3lst July, 1920, were as follows:— 


= 3 a 3 
als = § a & 
Aluminium ware ...... Pe ES ckvnuessanneupenenies 0 9 
Candles __................ oe. ee 012 
Chemicals _............. 2 9 Photographic material 2 0 
RE Siaceseusaiidoains RO BD BI ccesccsicsscsss ll O 
ET iteiiichaiiticdiecnagiiye ED  sicibitnncendiiciaions 9 16 
Electric lamps ......... 2 2 Sacks (empty) ....... 9 16 
aa EreCET 910 Stationery ............. 9 4 
| aD 4 1G DE ccessccscssass. 117 O 
NE ticenednaians ad, EE ditnaeretningennenictia 15 14 
Haberdashery _....... Fe icninnnensosnens 35 0 
BOM WED dscsivierssess BD BG TD ccccnscceccscs 54 0 
Lamps (paraffin) ...... OR hisssansiseroesnennes 8 6 
SE | “ibitituuniicinsusidivas te ED steantennnintens 9 15 
NIE. xranticncpinindions 9 16 Waxed cloth _......... 5 8 
Exports. 
The chief exports,during the same period were as follows: 
Destination. Tons. Cwt. 
IN icatevdsisasasinn ND dsssaciceoniissnshitpickd 101 0 
i isiiicnkikinnnmeeanaicn SII? 9 -scduntsceconenaeadianen t 6 
_ CE ener ID <siuciimliienaiitiicanenanie 1 10 
GIN iwcacessdsssnces MNS, -eibsindedanabaesienis 0 4 
DE iiatiianisasesatie RR ilehossdsekenbonsans 0 16 
Rn Constantinople ........... 5) 6 
Bourka Capes............ Constantinople _.......... 0 4 


PRESENT Export CONDITIONS. 


Although the fears expressed prior to the British evacua- 
tion, that trading in foreign goods would become an un- 
profitable business, have not altogether been realised, there 
has been so rapid and great a depreciation of the rouble 
that importers are unable to pursue anything more than 
a hand-to-mouth policy. With the exception of manganese 
ore, which is a Government monopoly, there is practically 
no export of raw materials from Georgia. 

Of manganese ore, however, in August, 4,500 tons were 
despatched to Holland according to the Tiflis press, 4,000 
tons to America, and 4,000 tons each to the United Kingdom 
and Italy. 

Tobacco, which formerly was one of the staple products 
of Transcaucasia, is also, so far as Georgia is concerned, a 
State monopoly. The result of this, combined with the 
exodus of about 40,000 Greeks employed on the tobacco 
plantations, is that this year’s crop will not total more 
than 40 per cent. of the average. 


SHIPPING MOVEMENTS. 


With regard to shipping during the period 7th to 3lst 
July, there arrived at Batoum 19 vessels of a total tonnage 
of 31,561 tons. Five of these vessels were British (tonnage 
9,071), eight Italian (tonnage 16,116), and three Russian 
(tonnage 2,889). Departures within the same period were 
24 in number of vessels, the tonnage of which aggregated 
47,311. Of these eleven were British (tonnage 26,224), nine 
Italian (tonnage 15,327), and two French (tonnage 2,574). 
At the present time the Lloyd Triestino Company maintains 
a weekly passenger service, sailing from Trieste and 
Taranto on alternate weeks, and the Cunard Company is 
maintaining its service of cargo steamers, which arrive at 
Batoum irregularly, but, on the average, about once a 
month. Beyond these two lines there are practically no 
sailings from Batoum further than to Constantinople. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORTS, EXPORTS, PRODUCTION, 
CONSUMPTION OF SUGAR. 

Many features of the recent trade of the United States of 
America in sugar have attracted a great deal of attention in 
the world’s sani ‘ts, and a complete analysis which has been 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
is therefore of interest to both traders and consumers. 

According to this the United States imported from foreign 
countries and non- contiguous American territories sugar 
amounting to 9,485,727,637 Ib., and ~ thereto 
1 458,680,026 Ib. in the year ended 30th June last. Further- 
more, although the uneven distribution of avail: ‘ble supplie 
of sugar in the United States (due in part to the trans sporta- 
tion situation) led to high retail prices in many localities, 
it seemingly did not restrict the total consumption, for the 
average per capita consumption in continent: al United States 
for the fiscal year ended likewise established a Hew 
record—90°6 lb. 

The total importation in the fiscal year comprised cargoes 
from 40 foreign countries, in addition io receipts from the 
Virgin Islands, the Philippines, Hawaii, and Porto Rico 
As in the fiscal vear 1919, when the Sugar Equalisation Board 
stated that large quantities of sugar were bought in Cuba 
in 1918 by British interests, brought into the United .States 
for refining, and then shipped abroad, similar transactions 
enter into the statistics for 1920, These exports and imports, 
however, practically counterbalance. 





AND 


just 


Larce UNCREASE IN LATIN-AMERICAN TRADE. 


The total imports of cane sugar into the United States, 
exclusive of receipts from Hawaii, Porto Rico, and _ the 
Philippines, oo: to 7,532,310,606 Ib. in the year 1920, 


against 5,621,031,787 in 1919, and 4,944,815,410 Ib. in 1914 
or an increase ot 31 Rone cent. over 1919, and of 52 per cent. 


over the pre-war year 1914. 

Cuba was the chief source of sup} ply me 1920. 
from that countrv of 6,905,709.612 Th. hroke the former hich 
record of 5,488,711,032 Ib. in 1919. Other large increases in 
the number of Ib. of sugar imported in 1920 over the previous 
year are: Dominican Republic, from 4,390,594 in 1919, to 
146,638,847 in 1920; Central America, from 11,319.415 to 
66,164,091; Peru, from 10,377,825 to 75,710,043; and other 
South American countries, from 20,849,450 to 133,158,013 
The gain in the last-mentioned instance is largely due to 
receipts of 100,518,104 Ib. from Brazil. Mexico contributed 
62,670,943 Ib. in 1920. 


The imports 


Other notable imports of sugar during the fiscal vear just 
ended ine ne 24 871,325 Ib. from Canada, 27,481,913 lb. from 
Hongko 1124499 Ib. from British East Africa. and 
35,792.787_ I. from European countries. The cane sugar 
from Belgium, Netherlands, and England includes some 
items of foreign sugar refined in the United ag eX] — d 


with benefit of drawback, and re-imported with duty collected 
equal to the drawback. The greater part of the Saori 
from these countries consists of Java sugar. 


Cane SuGar Imports. 


The amount and value of the receipts of cane sugar from 

all countries in 1920 were: — 
Countries. Lb. Dols. 

Belgium 4.829.718 826,086 
Denmark 525,460 47 067 
Netherlands 13,920,918 2 460,488 
England ” 16,446,691 2,950,535 
British Honduras 2 589 313 
Canada 94,871,325 3,159,142 
Costa Rica 6,844,667 749 472 
Guatemala .. 16,622,225 1,855,338 
Honduras 16,558,227 1,907,305 
Nicaragua 13,389,187 1,345,480 
Panama 2 162,425 355,094 
Salvador 10,587,360 1,296,945 
Mexico 62,670,943 10,093,676 
Newfound land and Labrador 120,000 14,857 
Barbados .. 39] 28 
Jamaica .. a ; 783,816 143,046 
Trinidad and Tobago - i 1,821,320 324,646 
Other British West Indies 6,610 339 385 564 
Cuba a m 6,905,709,612 596,275,578 
Virgin Islands of the United 

States .. 12,323,710 1,270,435 
Dutch West Indie: S 12,515,465 1,705,693 
Haiti er 3,900,642 592,333 
Dominican Re ‘public 146,638,847 18,545,593 
Argentina 244 33 
Bolivia 3,715,474 217,241 
Brazil 100,518,104 14,396,781 
Chile 476.994 89 575 
Colombia 1,639,667 217,437 


British Guiana... ~ - 90,509,722 2 256,027 
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| Countries. Lb. Dols. 
Dutch Guiana 175 18 
Peru ee .* 75,710,043 8,163,713 

| Venezuela 6,297,633 880,586 

| China 2,590 264 
Kwantung, le ased te rritory 250,000 40.978 
British India : 2,358,701 350,198 
Dutch East Indies 2,402,214 446.064 
Hongkong 27,481,913 1,761.87] 
Japan 1,965,818 332,302 
Australia 1,008 | 





ee 83 
45,387,719 4,407 505 
9,124,429 1,714,087 


Philippine Is lands. 
British East Africa 





tr 


Total .. = ~ .- 6,0/4,698,325 6 584. 579,477 
Noncontiguous Territories 

Hawaii - 1,.056,023,998 118,961,556 

Porto Rico 7 - ie 837,759,200 YS,002,436 


ay, (71, 457.5 20 
a Subject to minor correction: 


—— 


Grand Total a902, 343, 469 


IMvoRTS OF BEET SUGAR. 


A new development in the sugar trade is the recent im. 
portation of beet sugar, 14,270,114 pounds, valued at 
2,435,110 dols., reaching the United States from foreign 
countries since January, 1920. There were no imports the 
first half of the last fiscal year, and only 1, lb., worth 


108 dol., were imported in 1919. Of the 14,270,114 |b. im. 
ported in 1920, 331,834 lb., valued at 49,656 dols.. arrived 
in March from Belgium; 13,126,180 Ib., invoiced at 
2.293.406, from Germany in June; and the remainder 
812,100 lb., worth 92,049 dols., from Canada, mostly during 
and June, These returns credited Lo Germany 
originated in Czecho-Slovakia, but were shipped from the 
port of Hamburg. 


May 


Exports. 
The total domestic exports of 1,444,030,665 lb. of sugar 
from the United States to foreign countries in 1920 exceed 
by 328,165,504 Ib., or nearly 30 per cent., the corresponding 
figure for 1919. There was an increase in the total value 
of 61 per cent.— -from 81,569,660 dols. in 1919, to 131,771,308 
dols. in 1920. Exports to France of 698,798,020 Ib. broke the 
previous high record of 478,967,887 Ib. in 1917.  Pre-war 
exports of sugar to France were insignificant, amounting to 
only 1,000 lb. in the year ended 30th June, 1914. In the six- 
year period since that date France has led all countries as 
a market for American sugar with aggregate shipments of 
) 424 045,466 lb., surpassing those to the United Kingdom of 
2 154,606,913 during the same period. 

The increased output of beet sugar in Europe, puirennse 
in Belgium and Czecho-Slovakia, relieved to some extent the 
calls upon America for cane sugar, as shown by the decreased 
shipments in 1920, as anal with 1919, to Belgium, Italy, 
Spain, and Gibraltar, the last-named being a transhipment 
port for Near Eastern countries. 


Exports TO PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES 
The quantity and value of the refined sugar (including 
maple sugar) shipped to the principal countries in 1920 
were : — 


Countries. Lb. Dols. 
Belgium a m 11,038,605 1,094,063 
Denmark .. oe - - 7,002,624 651,593 
France 698,798,020 62,046,336 
Gibraltar 36,777,900 2 876,724 
Greece 50,403,883 4,633,981 
Italy 343,037 41,269 
Netherlands i 1,331,930 126,196 
Norway... - sei 74,361,248 7,579,019 
Spain 39,812,310 4 727,907 | 
Switze rland— 60,193,687 5,635,081 
United Kingdom 363,236,359 31,270,809 
Canada So 965,908 148,180 
Panama ... so - - 438 650 49,538 
Mexico 9 415,162 1,011,237 
New foundland and Labrador 1,322,389 180,669 
West Indies 2,324,876 294,190 
Uruguay 11,214,800 973.395 


572,450 
1,018,262 
623,523 
6.216,886 


5,353,960. 
6,746,071 
4 642 4575 
58,306,671 


Philippine Islands 
British Africa 
French Africa 
Other countries 








Total to foreign countries i? 444,030,665 131,771,308 
Noncontiguous Territories _— r 
Alaska 5,566,893 701,018 
Hawaii 916,220 121,037 
Porto Rico 1,262,035 anager 
Re-exports of foreign sugar 6,904,215 350,3 
‘rand total 1,458, 680,026 133,070,541 





Dols. 
18 
63,713 
SU, 586 
264 
10,978 
0,198 
16,064 
1,87] 
32 302 
$3 
)7,505 
4,087 


‘9,477 


1 556 
12,436 


3,469 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





Howe Propvwction. 


The production of cane sugar in continental United States 
for the year 1919-20 is estimated at 241,998,400 Ib.. and of 
het sugar at 1,452,902,000 Ib. This production, imports 
from foreign countries, and receipts from non-contiguous 
territories together, give a total of 11,180,628,037 Ib. avail- 
able in the markets of the United States. Deducting from 
this amount the exports from continental United States of 
domestic sugar, 1,444,030,€65 lb., the re-exports of foreign 
sugar, 6," 4.215 Ib., and shipments to non-contiguous 
American territories of 7,745,146 |b., makes the net 
amount retained for consumption in the United States 
9 791,948,011 Ib. Using the revised figures of Ist August, 
1920, issued by the Treasury Department, of the estimated 
population of continental United States of 107 239,000, this 
works out a per eapita consumption of 90°6 Th. in 1920. 
against 82 Ih. in 1919. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
BOLIVIA. 


ORURO DISTRICT IN 
(Krom HAM. Co 4!) 








TRADE OF 1919, 
ORURO. 

The Department of Oruro received 45,469 tons, or 30°24 
per cent. of the total imports into Bolivia, and contributed 
15,000 tons, or 12-40 per cent. ol the exports. [t may be ot 
interest to note that as an importing country Great Britain 
held fourth place, with 7:9 the first three places 
being held by Chile, with 44°59 per cent., United States, 
with 29°60 per cent., and Peru, 8°50 per cent. 


S per cent 


» | . . , P 
On the othet hand the irgest joe reentage of exports was 
taken by Great Britain, in the following proportion : — 


Per cent. 


Dg ee 19-85 
A ae Le ee 11-6] 
SEERA aren ae omen a 9° 24 
ESS EEC LAT Ole ee aS EE 1-5] 


During the war the import trade with Great Britain was 
of comparatively smail proportion, and until the United 
States decided on war the latter had practically the whole 
of this business in her hands and took advantage to a very 
full extent of the opportunities that were going. In con- 
sequence, the soft goods trade went practically in its entirety 
to the United States; in addition, a very large import 
trade was done in jute pockets for the export of tin barrilla, 
which in normal times always came from Dundee. American 
tinned goods were the order of the day and, although prices 
in every instance were higher than those previously charged 
on imports from other sources, that point was hardly ever 
taken into account, as the shortage was such that the main 
object was to get supplies, the importer knowing full well 
that the consumer would be only too pleased to pay the 
prices asked. 
Prosrects oF Unitep Kinepom TRApk. 

The general opinion is, however, that just as soon as 
supplies can be shipped from the United Kingdom, not only 
in the lines mentioned, but in all others, the Bolivian im- 
porter will give preference to the British article. 

British interests here are fairly well represented in several 
lines, particularly in foodstuffs, but where mining machinery 
and electrical plant is concerned, little attention has been 
given by the United Kingdom manufacturer to 
this very important part of The industrial life of 
the Republic, and, in consequence, the majority of 
orders have gone to those countries who do not 
so neglect the market, but who have travellers touring 
all the time over the large mining centres. Very important 
orders for mining and electric plent, screening, air and 
electric drills, Diesel engines, lubricating oils of every 
description, and all the other necesseries of a mining camp 
are thus landed. Efforts were made during the war to 
interest British concerns in the possibilities. 

The Bolivian market offers good opportunities for the 
merchant who wishes to extend his export business; letters 
and catalogues written in the Spanish language are essen- 
tials, and in some cases secure business, but there is nothing 
like a personal visit to obtain the trade that is to be captured. 

The finance of the country is sound, the exchange at the 
moment is unfortunately against the exporter, this from 
varlous causes, but greatly due to increased exports over 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





imports; and although this is a factor that favours the 
importer with bills outstanding, still, as the country depends 
almost entirely on its export trade, it would be better for 
all concerned if the exchange were not so high as it is. 

As a rule, the foreign commercial element in Bolivia enjoys 
a very good name. With care, losses should represent a 
very small percentage of the business done, and even these 
could be eliminated by exercising fair judgment when taking 
orders. 


lorREIGN ENTERPRISE. 


A New York firm are keen in acquiring tin properties in 
order to be independent for the supplies of raw material 
required for their smelters in the United States. To-day 
they reeeive the greater part of the Llallagua production, 
but as this is not sufficient for their demands, they have lately 
bought very valuable tin-mining interests in the Andes range, 
some 100 miles from Oruro, comprised of more or less 3,000 
hectares (about 7,400 acres), for which well over a 
million pounds sterling has been paid. A thorough examina- 
tion has been made of this region, and it is expected that, 
once the place is opened up, roads built and electric line 
laid down, to join up possibly with the main line of the 
Bolivia Railway at Eucaliptus, a production will be had of 
from 30,000 to 40,000 quintals (Spanish) of tin barrilla per 
month. 

In addition, thev have taken an option for £400,000 on 
other interests in Bolivia, and their engineers are at present 
engaged on this examination. The production of these mines 
is 4,000 quintals of tin concentrates per month, with an 
average assay value of 63 per cent. It is also reported that 
they would like to secure an option on the Oploca Mines 
with a production of 5,000 quintals per month; and it its 
common talk that they have secured an option for eight 
million dollars gold for the whole of the Potosi Hill—tin and 
silver. 

LEGISI ATION. 

A Law was passed last year imposing a tax of 3 per cent. 
on all mining profits. Anuther project is at present before 
Congress increasing this on a progressive scale from 8 per 
cent. to 30 per cent., according to the percentage of profit 
made on the capital invested. It is quite possible 
that it may become law before the present session of 
Congress rises. 

Another project was submitted to tax commercial profits 
also on a sliding scale, but the general opinion is that this 
will be left over for another year . A tax on the miners and 
mining industry appeals more to the Congressman than any 
other form of contribution. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


Business is not controlled by the Executive in any shape 
or form, and no restrictions are in vogue under which imports 
or exports are in any way curtailed, At the present moment 
there are no power schemes under consideration excepting 
those being studied by the American interests already men- 
tioned, and they have obtained the water rights sufficient 
for the power purposes under project. 


Natura RESOURCES. 


The importance of Bolivia as a mineral country is so well 
known that it appears almost superfluous to add to what is 
common knowledge. It might be well to add, however, that 
during 1918 the following quantities of metals and products 
were exported from Bolivia :— 


Tons... Tons. 
Te ou sienbaneoundeweeuts EE). MUD). navemneddeeeounens 1,064 
SN  cccuvaczeeniess SRTGO TERRE on ccsccccoveeres: 738 
Silver ores. .........+- pe | a rrrrrr rs 490 
iv icktdcnsie: I cea 355 
Lead — ..ccccccceceeeuees 4.606 Various _......... 11,199 
EE . clacutavenenes 4 287 ——_—— 
re 3,418 120.710 

Their respective destinations were :— 

Tons. Tons. 
Argentine ............ SS 2. renee 1,309 
Is exccsscanninnnnenes iF Bi errors 202 
Ere a ee 6.090 Other countries not 
United States. ...... 61,720 specified ........ 38 
ee SE arene 1,125 —— 
Great Britain ...... 42 294 120,710 


[Notre.—The above report was written prior to the recent 
political upheaval in Bolivia.] 


—— 
~—— 
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Shipping. 


PORT FACILITIES AND CHARGES, 
SHIPPING AGENCIES, ETC. 
The Department of Overseas Trade is in constant receipt 


of information concerning port facilities and charges, ship- 
ping and forwarding agencies, ete. 








British CoLUMBIA. 


Amongst other information received from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Vancouver, British Columbia, concerning 
shipping and transport at that port, there is given a list 
of the approximate number of sailings per year to all 
countries, and of shipowners, agents and routes, together 
with particulars of new steamship propositions, ocean freight 
routes operative from Vancouver, British Columbia, in 
August, 1920, By-Laws of the Harbour Commissioners, and 
other port information. 


CANARY ISLANDS 


Information relative to shipping and transport is to hand 
from H.M. Consul, comprising tariffs of charges against 
ships and cargoes, the principal shipping and Customs 
agents, anchorage, coaling, craneage, and names and routes 
of all steamship services. 

CHILE. 


A Memorandum has been received from H.M. Consulate 
at Antofagasta giving the names of steamship companies 
at present maintaining ocean services between Antofagasta 
and other ports of the world, names of shipping, forwarding 
and Customs agents. It is noted that Antofagasta is a free 
port for Bolivia, that there are no special regulations as to 
coaling and oil fuel, and that coaling is a difficult and 
expensive matter, but there are greater facilities for taking 
oil fuel. The advice is given that merchants should in- 
variably sell c.i.f. at Antofagasta as regards imports and 
buy ‘‘free alongside’ steamer as regards exports. Pamphlets 
giving present port and other charges can also be seen at 
the Department. 

CocHIn CHINa. 

Particulars of landing, wharfage, and other charges have 

been received from H.M. Consulate at the Port of Saigon. 


GERMANY. 


A supplementary tariff relative to port and harbour dues 
at Stettin has been received and filed for reference. 


MANCHURIA. 


Information has been received from H.M. Consul at 
Dairen giving the names and addresses of shipping and 
forwarding agents there; charges at the various warehouses ; 
regulations governing cargo at the wharves, giving the 
charges for coolie hire, landing or loading, assorting and 
delivery of cargo; and rules for the classification of goods. 


DANTZIG. 


A complete tariff of charges, under date of 16th August, 
against ship and cargo at Dantzig, lists of ocean services to 
all ports, and of shipping and forwarding agents, has been 
received from H.M. Consul at that port. 


PorTUGUESE EAst AFRICA. 


Information is to hand from H.M. Consul-General at 
Lourencgo Marques (Delagoa Bay) concerning shipping, for- 
warding and Customs agents, landing, cranage, wharfage, 
porterage, carting, and warehouse charges, against goods 
landed at Lourenco Marques. It should be noted that ton- 
nage dues, which are indicated, are imposed only in the 
case of vessels taking or landing cargo. Customs, sanitary, 
pilot, tug, and other miscellaneous fees and dues are listed. 


SPAIN. 


Information is to hand from H.M. Consul at Seville, 
giving the revised tariffs of pilotage, moorage, and_ ton- 
nage, as well as tables of embarkation and disembarkation 
dues. 

UniItep STATES OF AMERICA. 

Information received. from H.M. Consul-General at 
Boston, includes lists of steamship services to and from 
all ports, shipping, forwarding and Customs agents, and 
normal freight rates for East-bound merchandise. 

Particulars of the above may be obtained by firms of 
British origin, control and capital, upon application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), Shipping and Transport Section, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 
































SHIPPING—continued. 


CANADA. 
DOCK AND SHIPPRUILDING IN ONTARIO. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO, 








A floating dry dock to accommodate the largest freighters 
on the Great Lakes is now being put together in Ashbridge’s 
Bay, Toronto. It was built in Montreal for the John g 
Russel Shipbuilding Company, Toronto, and two of the six 
fifty-foot sections have already arrived at their destination 
having been towed from Montreal by tugs. Previously. 
vessels went to Collingwood or Kingston for repairs. Now 
for the first time, the largest vessels will be able to make 
their repairs in Toronto. 

The new dock, which is three hundred feet in length, 
will cost between 75.000 dols. and 80,000 dols. 


Oit Tanker LAUNCHED. 

The oil tanker ‘‘Transpet’’ was successfully launched at 
the yards of the Collingwood Shipbuilding Company, 
Collingwood, Ontario, in August. The vessel, the sixth of 
its kind to be launched by the Collingwood Company, has 
been built to the order of the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey, and is for special service at Buenos Aires. 
The steamer will be registered in the name of the Compania 
Transportadors de Petroles of Buenos Aires. The 
“Transpet’? was built under the special survey of Lloyds 
Register of Shipping, and will take their highest class for 
tiver service, and is also designed to meet the requirements 
of the Argentine Port authorities. 

PASSENGER VESSEL CONSTRUCTION. 

A passenger vessel, to ply on Lake Ontario between 
Toronto and Lewiston, New York, is to be built by the 
Canada Steamship Lines, Limited, at Collingwood. The 
plans provide for a vessel 410 ft. long, with a width of 
70 feet over the guards. It will have a passenger capacity 
for 4,000 persons. The entire construction will be of steel, 
with the interior finish of pressed steel. The vessel will 
have four decks, a large restaurant, and ample space for 
dancing. The arrangements also include a moving picture 
and a children’s playground. The propelling equipment 
will be by geared turbines, developing a shaft horse-power 
of 6,000, which will enable a speed of 22 knots an hour to 
be attained. The boat is expected to be ready for the 
tourist traffic of 1921. 

SHIPYARDS CLOSED. 

The Dominion Shipbuilding Company, Toronto, recently 

tlosed their yards owing to labour and other difficulttes. 


MEXICO. 


CREATION OF FREE 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








PORTS. 


Mexico City. 


A Decree recently issued by the Provisional President of 
the Republic provides for the creation of three free ports, 
at Salina Cruz, Puerto Mexico, and Guaymas respectively. 

It is stated that the Decree is published before being 
signed by the President, to enable persons or firms interested 
in the project to put forward any objections they may 
desire to raise, on the understanding that if they should 
be deemed of sufficient weight to warrant the abandonment 
of the project, the Decree will not be enforced. 

As regards the ports of Salina Cruz and Puerto Mexico, 
the idea appears to be that it may resuscitate in some 
measure the traffic on the Tehuantepec Railway, which has 
almost entirely ceased since the opening of the Panama 
Canal. 

The scheme includes the establishment of factories within 
the free zones for working up raw materials into manu- 
factured products and _ re-exporting the same _ free of 
import or export duties. eae 

In the case of Guaymas, in the Gulf of California, It 1 
believed that a free port of the nature described will con- 
vert that port, the commerce of which has declined to a 
ruinous degree, into a centre of great commercial activity, 
to which the South Pacific Railway will act as a feeder. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
CONSUMPTION OF BUNKER FUEL OIL. 


The amount of bunker fuel oil delivered to vessels engaged 
in foreign trade in United States ports during the first half 
of 1920. was 10,874,918 barrels, compared with 5,053,951 
barrels, and 2,975,106 barrels respectively for the correspon® 
ing periods of 1919 and 1918. 


— 
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OcToBER 7, 1920. THi BOARD OF 
Railways. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR FIVE 


MONTHS TO 38lst AUGUST. 

The Ministry of Transport have issued the following 
fnancial statement for the Controlled Railways, showing 
the results of working during the five months ended 3lst 
August, 1920. For August the balance of revenue over 
expenditure was £2,948,106, and the net Government 
liability under the cuarantee was £2,119,894. For the five 
months to 31st August the balance of revenue over expendi- 
ture was £5,629,429, and the net Government liability 














£15,635,571. 
Five months 
— August. ending 31st 
August. 
RECEIPTS :- £ ; 
ell ‘Train Traftic 13,044,275 52,873,859 
Goods ‘Train Traftic ” 10,786,690 55,662,132 
Note :—(Government Traffic is in- 
cluded under the _ respective 
headings above) 
Total - 23, 830, 965. 108,535,991 
Less Expenses 8 of Colle .etion and De- 
livery ce 1,062,891 5,307,907 
Total Traffic Revenue Earned . 22,768,074 103,228,084 
Mileage, Demurrage, and W — Hire 92 (Deduct) 681 
Miscellaneous .. , 219,884 939,276 
ToraL REVENUE EARNED 22,988,050 104,166,679 
EXPENDITURE :— 
Maintenance and Renewal of W ay 
and Works , 3,031,777 14,738,874 
Do., Rolling Stock. . 3,827,680 18,958,783 
Locomotive Running Expenses 4,974,960 24,746,214 
Traffic Expenses a 6,600,818 31,453,378 
General Charges 437,011 2,292,605 
Law Charges and Parliamentary Ex- 
penses , ‘ 24,848 136,769 
Compensation (Accidents and Losses) 221,497 1,133,187 
Rates, Taxes, Xc. ; 706,655 3,825,261 
Payments under National Insurance 
Act, 1911 nal 1 +s 63,439 245,054 
Running Powers . (Deduct) 292 (Deduct) 83] 
Mileage, Demurrage, and W agon Hire 39,892 205,597 
Miscellaneous .. 40,757 222,946 
Allowances to D»per ndents of men 
serving with H.M. ‘Forces i 866 5,335 


19,969,908 
Balance of Revenue over Expendi- 
ture or Excess of Expenditure over 
Revenues Earned (Dr.) 
OTHER BUSINESSES—BALANCE OF 
REVENUE EARNED OvER Ex: 
PENDITURE OR EXCESS OF ExX- 





ToraL EXPENDITURE 97,963,172 





3,018,142 6,203,507 


PENDITURE OVER REVENUE 
EARNED (DR.) :— 
Passenger Road Vehicles 
Steamboats , a sod | 
Canals .. .. |(Dr.) 70,036 (Dr.) 574,078 


Hotels, Refreshment Rooms and Cars 


Docks, Harbours, and W harves “a 
Other Separate Businesses .. 








ToraL—BaLANCE OF REVENUE EARNED 
OVER EXPENDITURE, OR EXcEss 
OF EXPENDITURE OVER REVENUE 














EARNED (Dr.) 2,948,106 5,629,429 
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE : 

Standard Year—Propor tion of Net 

* Receipts 4,963,000 20,791,000 
Interest on Capital Works. brought 

into use i ; 105,000 474,000 

Tora 5,068,000 21,265,000 

Ner Government Lrapiniry .. 2,119,894 15,635,571 


_—— 








Notgs :—(1) The figures are subject to audit ona as regards Govern” 
ment Traffic in Ireland the rates at which the charges are to be 
raised are not finally agreed. 

(2) No sum has been allowed for any liabilities which may 
attach to the Government in respect of :— 
(a) Replacement of Stock of Stores and Materials. 
(6) Abnormal Wear and Tear. 
(c) Arrears of Maintenance. 








Oe 





: RAILWAYS—continued. 
| 


ITALY. 
RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION SCHEME. 


The general plan for the electrification of the Italian 
railways has been presented by the Administration of the 
Railways to the Minister of Public Works, and includes the 
following groups of lines: — 

(1) Lines to be electrified at once and by the Administra- 
tion of the Railways directly :— 








Kilometres. 
Ovada-Sampierdarena a bi ee v as 37°6 
Genoa-Spezia ; ‘i ” - ‘a “a 87°0 
Florence-Pistoia- Bologn: ee xs a “a “a .. 132°0 
Bologna-Faenza- Florence .. a4 - ‘a .-  150°0 
Orte-Foligno .. 4 os “<a - és is 84°2 
Rome-Naples (Direttissima) and branches, Carano- 

Nettuno and Piperno-Terracina on es .. 200°0 
Naples-Avezzano-Sulmona .. re ~ “a --  132°6 
Naples-Salerno-Gragnano .. wa ne - 64°0 
Savona-Altare-San Guiseppe ei ns - ws 25°0 
Brenner-Verona ¥ an - - ‘a .. 244°0 
Trieste-Piedirolde, with branch Prevacina-Aidustera .. 124°0 
Chiasso-Monza- Milano + + os e 51°6 

Total ‘ si a oi ii a -- 1,332°0 


(2) Lines to be electrified in a second period, also by the 
Administration of the Railways directly :— 


Kilometres. 

Alessandria-Ovada on - - = ‘a 34 
Spezia-Pisa .. “a a o - - ws 66 
Spezia-Parma.. - ‘ * - + - 119 
Florence-Orte-Rome id - - a oa 314 
Foligno-Falconara-Faenza .. - - “i as 166 
Sulmona-Pescara-Falconara a “a bcs on 244 
Cesa-Mondovi-Forsano-Trofarello .. 80 
Trieste Monfalcone, with branch for Nabresina Operina 39 
Milano-Voghero “ “4 ‘a ‘ , - 60 
Total ee - “a - 6 ea ida 1,122 


(3) Lines on which new systems of electric traction will 
be tried :— 
Kilometres 
Rome-Anzio-Rome-Tivoli (a tri-phase system with indus- 





trial frequency will be applied) os . 100°0 
Messina-Catania (a system of continuous curre nt at high 

tension will be applied) . + 94°6 
Cagliari-Monteponi (a system . of continuous current with 

ordinary tension and accumulation will be applied) 59 °4 

Total - a “ ba ee - -.  254°0 


Also the lines south of the Pisa-Florence-Faenza included 
in the first and second group of lines to be electrified by the 
Administration of the Railways will have plants so arranged 
that they can be worked at industrial frequency (that is, at 

‘a frequency greater than that of 16 periods up to now 
required for electric traction) in case the result of the experi- 
ment on the Rome-Anzio is favourable, 

(4) Lines whose electrification will be entrusted to private 





enterprise : — 

Kilometres 

Savona-Ventimiglia .. wa oe -- ‘ as 108°0 
Turin- Venice a a sic oe a 414°0 
Milan-Bologna- Padua re or is ie i 338 °0 
Bologna- Verona 25 v" i - + -. I121°0 
Mestre-Primolano-T rent - od v ai - 160°0 
Florence-Pisa - - si #4 as ~ 78°0 
Benevento-Salerno .. i - - - me 77°0 
Benevento-Foggia_ .. we - ‘3 a . 
Salerno-Battipaglia-Paola ..  . .. “4 “ ..  220°0 
Mestre-Portogruaro-Monfalcone .. ss ‘a s 
Total “a a a a se a . bee 


The general plan presented by the Adniinistration of the 
Railways comprises thus 4,444 kilometres of lines. 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 

REVISION OF GOODS TRAFFIC RATES. 

A notice revising a part of the tariff for the transport of 
goods by the military railways in the French Zone decided 
upon in January last, was published in the ‘Bulletin Officiel’’ 
of 3lst August. 














A copy of the notice, together with the original tariff 
(both in French) can be seen on application to the Enquiry 
Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 


- — 
—— 
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Chemicals and Oils. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
OIL SHALE: INDUSTRIAL POSSIBILITIES. 


Considerable activity is being shown in taking up land 
in the Ermelo, Wakkerstroom, and other districts, tor oil 








prospecting, in view of the prospective establishment of an 
oil shale industry in South Africa, states the Inspector ol 
Mines, Pretoria, in an article in the ‘South African 
Journal of Industries.’’ The African Oi! Corporation is 
engaged in developing certain properties and has achieved, 
so far, distinctly favourable results. 


INITIAL OPERATIONS. 


The Corporation’s property consists of four farms on the 
Castrol Nek Berg, upon which cuttings on the main shale 
bed has exposed the outcrop for at least three miles. As 
the outcrop runs about the middle of the farms, there 1s 
probably a width of about one-and-a-half miles on the farms 
underlain by the main shale bed. 


EstimaTep Cost or MINING. 

Mining is estimated not to cost more than ds. per ton 
broken, but as three tons will have to be broken tor each 
ton of shale won, mining costs may be roughly estimated 
at 12s. per ton of shale hauled. Allowing that the shale 
measured runs 17-6 cubic feet to the ton, the yield of shale 
would be 200 tons per inch per acre, or in the observed 
width of 24 inches, say, 3,00U,000 tons per square mile. 


Points FAavovuRABLE TO DEVELOPMENT. 

is therefore more 
a modern plant. 
every facility for 
absolutely healthy 


The quantity of shale on the property 
than enough to justify the erection of 
Working conditions are ideal, giving 
operation by gravitation. The locality is 
and water is abundant. 

Resuitts oF Tests. 

The results of eight samples and assays taken gave from 
one farm 25 gallons per ton trom the upper shale, and 14 
gallons per ton from the lower shale, over a total width 
of 30 in. In the case of another the results of seven samples 
over an average width of 31 in. were 23°8 gallons trom 
the upper shale, and 18-1 gallons from the lower shale, 
tests made by the consulting engineer averaging over 3U 
gallons per ton over 21 in., the diiference probably being 
due to the lesser_width taken by him. 

A bulk sample of 10 tons has been sent to Glasgow for a 
practical test both for crude oil product and for refining. 
When the results of this are known detailed calculations as 
to the profits accruing from working the shale will be 
possible, but, till then, the following assumptions are, the 
Inspector thinks, justifiable, though the distillation costs 
are merely assumed at double the pre-war Scottish price. 

Per ton. 


s, d. 

NE ei nkad dn senenupinenaie 12 0 
Distillation costs — .........ccsssseecserss 12 O 
TR £1 4 Q 


ProMISING OUTLOOK FOR SUBSTANTIAL PROFITS. 


Pending the results of the Glasgow tests, a probable 
return of at least 25 gallons of crude oil per ton is assumed, 
What the value of this crude oil will be depends largely 
on the results of the fractional distillation tests, but at the 
present time it cannot well be less than 3s. per gallon, and 
this price is not likely to diminish, as the demand for oil 
is increasing every year, and the present sources of the 
world’s supply appear to be incapable of keeping pace with 
the requirements. 

Costs and values as given above leave a margin of profit 
of no less than approximately £2 10s. per ton. This will 
allow of a doubling of costs, which is improbable, or of 
halving values, which seems equally ‘unlikely, and yet leave 
a margin of profit. 

As similar shales are known to stretch intermittently from 
Mooifontein No. 287 in the Ermelo District, to the Im- 
pendhle, in Natal—a distance of not less than 200 miles 
along the outecrop—it is highly probable that if this oil 
corporation is successful a very large industry may result 
even along the outcrop, and later it may be found worth 
while to tap the shales by means of shafts over the main 
area of the high veld. 
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CHEMICALS AND OILS—continued. 


ee 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 


DEVELOPMENT OF PHOSPHATE RESOURCEs 

A Sherifian Dahir, dated 7th August and published ip 4, 
‘Buletin Officiel’? of 10th August, establishes a Sherifian 
Office of Phosphate, to deal with all technical and enaman 
clal operations in connection with the exploitation of 
phosphate deposits. This is the logical outcome of the Dah; 
of 27th January, which reserved to the Mekhzen es ake 
right of exploitation of phosphates, and modified the Dahir 
of 19th January, 1914. i 

The ‘Journal Officiel ’ of 24th August publishes 
Sherifian Dahir, dated 21st August, which completes the 
above-mentioned Dahir of 27th January, and __ provides 
among other things, that prospectors who are furnished with 
‘* permis de recherches ”’ in the reserved zone, may Maintain 
until the expiration of their permits, the privileges provided 
by Article 17 of the Dahir of 19th January, 1914, without 
prejudice to the claim of the Mekhzen, particularly with 
regard to proper investigation and to determining the site 
and development of the exploitation. ‘The settlement of 
indemnities which prospectors may claim by the application 
of paragraph 3 of Article 51, will be made (if cause arises) 
in due time the object of subsequent provisions. 

The text of the above-mentioned Dahirs mav be consulted 
by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old — 
London, S.W. 1. 





Queen Street, 





oN 


ROUMANIA. 


CONTROL OF THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY. 
(from the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 





1 vCHAREST. 

A Bill, recently laid before the Roumanian Parliament, 
dealing with the control and regulation of the petroleum 
industry of that country, and which frees the export of 
most classes of petroleum products, subject only to the 
proviso that the necessities of internal consumption shall 
first be met, 1s to be discussed when the Parliament resumes 
its sittings in November. 

This Bill prescribes that the distribution and_ sale of 
petroleum products throughout the whele of Roumania 
shall be placed in the hands of a company to be formed 
under Roumanian law. In this company the producers 
shall be represented to the extent of 50 per cent. of the 
capital, the State 30 per cent., and the consumers the 
remaining 20 per cent. One-third of the directing board 
of this company shall be named by the Government. 

The importation of petroleum products shall only be 
permitted with the authorisation of the Government. The 
exportation of petroleum products (Article 11) is free after 
the satisfaction of the needs of the country, but the State 
reserves the right to impose an ad valorem tax of 20 per 
cent upon the world price of the products exported, although 
the tax may be reduced by the Council of Ministers should 
the Government consider that export is being unduly 
hampered by such tax. 

The amount of the a/d valorem tax shall be assessed each 
six months by a Commission to be instituted under Article 6 
of the Law, and this Commission will be equally represen- 
tative of the petroleum industry and the Government. 

Article 13 provides that the State may purchase from all 
exporters of petroleum products one-fifth of the exportable 
amount, which shall be paid for in Roumanian money at 
the current rate of exchange for the dollar at the world 
price, and the tax of 20 per cent. is to provide the money 
for this transaction. During the whole of last year the 
total export of petroleum was only some 37,000 tons, but 
this year exports have considerabiy increased, notwith- 
standing the reduced production during the first six months 
of the year, which was, perhaps, in many cases artificially 
occasioned to mitigate the pressure upon the existing 
storage and transport facilities. ; 

The export of petroleum and its products for the first s1x 
months of this year reached nearly 100,000 tons, according 
to the figures published in the ‘‘Annales des Mines.” 

A translation of the Bill, which it is thought will be 
passed as it stands, with, perhaps, but slight modifications 
of Article 9, regarding the nercentage of shares in the com- 
nany which takes over the distribution and sale in 
Roumania, may be consulted by firms interested on apnlica- 
tion to the Enauiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. I. 


- 
—_— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


STAMPING THE YARDAGE ON COTTON 
PIECE-GOODS. 

In reply to an official enquiry as to the requirements of 
the Indian Customs Authorities with regard to the stamping 
of the yardage on piece-goods imported into British India, 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded a 
letter from which the following extracts have been made:— 








“The forms in which piece-goods are imported may be 
classified as follows :— 

Class I —Entire pieces of standard lengths. 

Class 11.—Short lengths made up into bundles repre- 
senting pieces of standard lengths. 

Class I1I1.—Short lengths made up into bundles of 
irregular lengths for convenience of packing or 
handling, and 

Class 1V.—Fents, i.e., pieces of such small lengths 
that they are ordinarily sold only by weight. 

“The instructions contained in paragraphs 56 to 58 (pages 
. ] ‘ . , 
4) and 41) of the Merchandise Marks Manual clearly 
require Classes 1, II, and Jil to be marked with lengths, 
Class [V only being exempt under the instructions contained 
in paragraph 57. . 
' i, retail sales of cut pieces falling under 
“In Karachi, retail sales of cut pieces fi g un 
(lass IJI are ordinarily effected by the length. It has, 
therefore, been the practice at this port to require such cut 
lengths to be stamped, and 5 yards as the minimum length 
requiring the stamp was adopted as a convenient working 
basis calculated to avoid causing undue hardship and annoy- 
ance to the trade. This practice has been in force for many 
years, and is now well known to local importers with any 
experience in this line of business. Until recently the 
i . . . ».. i 
Bombay Custom House required pieces even measuring 23 
yards to be stamped with their lengths, but the Karachi 
: : 2 2? 
practice has now been adopted at that port. 


© oe ——— 


AUSTRALIA. 





REVOCATION OF CERTAIN PROCLAMATIONS 
RELATING TO EXPORTATION, 

The ‘“‘Commonwealth Gazette’ of 29th July contains copy 
of a Proclamation of 28th July, 1920, revoking the Proclama- 
tions of 28th October, 1914, and 18th February, 1915, which 
prohibited the exportation from the Commonwealth of Hides 
and Leather respectively. 

A Proclamation of 28th July, 1920, revokes the Proclama- 
tion of 28th June, 1916, which prohibited the exportation 
of the following goods from the Commonwealth, viz. :— 


SCHEDULE. 


Arms of all kinds, including arms for sporting purposes 
and their component parts. 

Implements and apparatus designed exclusively for the 
manufacture of munitions of war, or for the mannfacture 
or repair of arms or of war material for use on land or sea. 

Lathes, machines, and tools capable of being employed 
in the manufacture of munitions of war. 

Accessories and articles suitable for use in connection 
with aircraft. 

Motor vehicles of all kinds and their component parts 
and accessories; tyres for motor vehicles and for cycles, 
together with articles or materials especially adapted for 
use in the manufacture or repair of tyres. 

Rubber in any form, and goods made wholly or partly of 
rubber. 

Field glasses, telescopes, chronometers, and all kinds of 
nautical instruments, 

Searchlights and their component parts, and 
suitable for searchlights. 

Projectiles, charges, and cartridges of all kinds and their 
component parts; silk cloths, silk braid, silk thread suit- 
able for cartridges, 

Clothing and equipment of a distinctively military 
character, and the following articles if suitable for use in 
war clothing :—Fabrics for clothing, skins and furs utilis- 
able for clothing, boots and shoes. 

Animal hair. 


-arbons 











—— 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
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Articles of camp cquipiment and their component parts; 
canvas, linen duck cloth. 

Explosives of all kinds and materials used in the manu- 
facture of explosives; celluloid. 

Raw cotton linters, cotton waste, cotton yarns, and other 
cotton products suitable for use in the manufacture of ex- 
plosives. 

Nitric acid, sulphuric acid, sulphurous acid, 
dioxide, hydrochloric acid, acetic acid 

Aluminium salts, ammonia anhydrous, ammonia liquor, 
ammonium salts, barium salts, antimony sulphide (stibnite), 
arsenic and its compounds, potassium salts and caustic 
potash, manganese dioxide, sodium salts, and caustic soda. 

Acetates, carbides, and nitrates of all kinds. 

Rromine, chlorine, iodine, and iodides, mercury, phos- 
phorus and its compounds, sulphur 

Benzol, toluol, xylol, solvent naphtha, phenol (carbolic 
acid), cresol, naphthalene, and their mixtures and deriva- 
tives. 

Aniline and its derivatives. 

Acetones and raw or finished materials usable for their 
preparation; acetic ether, formic ether, sulphuric ether; 
ethyl alcohol, methyl alcohol. 

Glycerine; animal, fish, and vegetable oils and fats, not 
including essential oils. 

Oleaginous nuts, seeds, and kernels. 

Resinous products, camphor, and turpentine (oil and 
spirit), wood tar, and wood tar oil. 

Harness and saddlery. 

Tanning substances of all kinds, including extracts for 
use in tanning. 

Bones in any form, whole or crushed, and bone ash. 

Vegetable fibres and yarns made therefrom. 

Soap. 

Capsicum and peppers. 

Lubricants; asbestos; cork, including cork-dust and cork- 
board; emery, corundum, natural and artificial alundum 
and carborundum in all forms. 

Mineral jeliy; mineral oils. 

Tin plates, 


sulphur 





————— ee 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The Board of Trade have received copy of the following 
Customs By-Laws, adding to the lists of articles which may 
be imported at the rates of duty leviable upon recognised 
‘‘minor articles’? and ‘‘machine tools’ : — 

Minor Articles for Use in the Manufacture of Goods 
within the Commonwealth.—By-Laws Nos. 481, 492, 494. 

The following items are added :— 

Boots, shoes and slippers— 
Millboard used in the manufacture of ghanks, toe 
puffs, stiffenings, and similar articles. 
Pneumatic rubber tyres— 
Braided wire. 

Provided security be given by the owner that these articles 
will be used only for the above purposes, and that evidence 
of such use be given to the satisfaction of the Collector 
within six months after delivery by the Customs. 

Apparel— 
Suspender fittings. 
Machine Tools and Parts—By-Laws Nos. 493, 495. 
The following items are added :— 
Metal working— 
Hydraulic extrusion press. 
Pneumatic rivet cutters. 

[Note.—But not the motive power, engine combination, 
or power connections, if any, when not integral parts of 
the above machines. | 

The rates of duty leviable on recognised ‘‘minor articles” 
and ‘‘machine tools’? are: — 

Under the British Preferential Tariff .......... Free. 
Under the General Tariff...10 per cent. ad valorem. 





DRAWBACK OF DUTY ON IMPORTED 
LOCOMOTIVE PARTS. 


Drawback Notice No. 148, issued by the Commonwealth 
Minister for Trade and Customs, provides that drawback 
of the full amount of duty paid on importation may be 
allowed in respect of component parts of railway locomo- 
tives, upon the exportation of such locomotives and after 
compliance with the specified regulations. 

Provided that before drawback is allowed the collector 
shall be absolutely satisfied that the drawback claim its 
properly due. 
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—continued., 
CANADA. 

REVISED REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE 
IMPORTATION, EXPORTATION, AND 
INSPECTION OF PRESERVED FRUITS, 
VEGETAPLES AND MILK. 


The Supplement to the ‘‘Canada Gazette’’ of 4th September 
publishes copy of an Order-in-Council of 27th August, 1920, 
containing the revised Regulations governing the importa- 
tion, exportation, and inspection of preserved fruits, 
vegetables and milk, in substitution of the Regulations 
established by Order-in-Council of 15th June, 1918. The 
changes in the Regulations are principally in the definitions 
of quality and grade, involving greater detail rather than 
actual change in policy. 

With regard to the importation into Canada of such 
goods, the revised Regulations contain certain modifications 
in the form ot the sworn declarations which must accompany 
all shipments of these goods. The sections of the Regula- 
tions relating to importation are as follows :— 

18. No person shall import, nor shall there be imported, 
any fruit or vegetables, or fruit or vegetable products 
canned, bottled, dried, evaporated or otherwise preserved 
for food, or any milk, condensed, evaporated, dried, or 
otherwise preserved for food, unless the requirements of 
this section are strictly adhered to. 

(a) Collectors of Customs shall not clear any importation 
of fruit, or vegetables, or fruit or vegetable products, 
canned, bottled, dried, evaporated, or otherwise preserved 
for food, or any milk, condensed, evaporated, dried, or 
otherwise preserved for food, unless such shipment is accom- 
panied by an affidavit in duplicate taken before a Justice 
of the Peace, or other person duly authorised (in the country 
of origin), to attest such declarations, in the following 
form :— 

Form of Declaration to be used with Imports coming into 
Canada. 
Se inucvnivdunwnanmnneniarsneets 


To the Collector of Customs, 
Dominion of Canada 

DA acces vccvovnnssnvncuncntll hereby declare that the ship- 
ment described herein was manufactured from sound raw 
materials, and that its manufacture was carried on under 
the sanitary conditions provided for in these regulations, 
that the products are at the time of shipment sound, whole- 
some, and fit for human food, that the containers and 
packages show thereon the true name and address of the 
manufacturer, or of the first dealer, and that the descrip- 
tion of the contents is true and correct and conforms to the 
requirements as set forth in the Appendices of the Regula- 
tions made under the Meat and Canned Foods Act of the 
Dominion of Canada. 

That the shipment is described as follows: --- 

Name and address of the actual manufacturer. 


eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeeeesteeeeeeetreeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeSeeeSeeeeSeseeeern eee 
CeCe S SESE SESE SSS HESESESSESESESESETSESEHSHSE SHE SHEHSHSHEHESHEHSHSHEHSHSHSHE SS Heese BHSSeseseseseseeessese 


Name and address of shipper 


eeeeere eee eee eeereereeeeeeereeeerenereeereeeeee 


Name and address Of COMSIZNEE _ .............cccececcesseeeceseceees 
SE IN. asccenstencceneente cnnsenudenetanccavisseccsavenese 
Number of containers in each package .......... -...esceseeeeees 
ON CE WONEING |... cvccniscedcvsescsscsscessncccstecasensseccsetecseessesses 
SN EER ccisnncrcencssnadsccndenennendunconeentons sxssnenes 
Signature of Shipper. 
Sworn to before me this...... reer oe 


eer ree een eee eee eee eeee eee eee eeeeeeeeee 


(Signature of Commissioner 

or Justice of the Peace.) 

(b) All fruits or vegetables, or fruit or vegetable products, 
canned, bottled, dried, evaporated, or otherwise preserved 
for food, or any milk, condensed, evaporated, dried, or 
otherwise preserved for food, shall be subject to such in- 
spection in the Dominion of Canada, as may be deemed 
necessary or advisable, and any fruit, or vegetables, or 
fruit or vegetable products, canned, bottled, dried, 
evaporated, or otherwise preserved for food, or any milk, 
condensed, evaporated, dried, or otherwise preserved for 
food, that does not conform to the requirements of these 
Regulations and the appendices thereto, shall, upon con- 
demnation by an inspector, be forfeited to His Majesty, 
and may be disposed of as the Minister may direct. Such 
samples of imports as may be deemed necessary by the 
Inspector to be used for testing for zrading for quality, 
quantity or purity, shall be furnished by the importer free 
of any charge, but the Veterinary Director General shall 
furnish such importer with a report of the examination of 
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said sample or samples within a reasonable time. Collect 
of Customs shall attach one of the Certificates referred re 
in this section to their B-1 Entry form and forward the Sa : 
to the Commissioner of Customs. The other certificate t 
be kept on file for one year for the information of any dul 
authorised Inspector acting under the ‘‘Meat and Canned 
Foods Act,’’ and the regulations made thereunder. 


—_— 


EGYPT. 


TARIFF VALUATIONS: IMPORTED COTTON 
YARNS. 

The ‘Journal Officiel”’ of 6th September publishes the 

following schedule of Tariff Valuations (No. 32), for use in 

assessing duties on cotton yarns imported into Egypt, with 

elfect from 5th September to 4th November, 1920. or until 

denunciation : — | 








gene Valuations 
. per Kilogramme. 
Cotton single yarns, grey and bleached—- 

From India— 


E Articles Milli¢mes. 
Nos. a 919 
a 203 
From other countries— | 
ESS Se een nee ee 420 
SP EREERE TPO ee nee ear ee 433 
Knittings, Nos. 3 to 12— 
PNR ere nT Tne 31] 
From other countries ............cccccccc cece ceeece. 44] 
Cotton two-ply, grey or bleached, Nos. 2/10 and 
2/12— 
re ee ae eee TT a Tee 320) 
From other countries — ...........ccccccccccocccccece. 454 
Cotton two-ply yarns, grey or bleached, Nos. 
40/2, other than Indian ......................... 538 


Cotton cable yarns, No. 20 ...............0.scccccceees . 621 
Turkey-red cotton single yarns _..................... 530 
Other coloured cotton single yarns ................ 530 
Gassed or mercerised or prepared yarns, grey, 
bleached or dyed— a 
RRR PET anne ene nea 
From other countries .....................08 
The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent. 
Duty is leviable on the above valuations at the sate of 
S per cent. 


ad valorem. 


a 


MALTA. 


EXPORTATION OF ONIONS ALLOWED. 


Government Notice No. 332, dated 10th September, 1920, 
removes, as from that date, the restrictions on the exporta- 
tion of onions from the Colony. 








NORTHERN RHODESIA. 


EXTENDED OPERATION OF CUSTOMS AND 
EXCISE LAWS. 


The ‘‘Northern Rhodesia Government Gazette’? of 27th 
July contains copy of the ‘‘Northern Rhodesia Customs and 
Excise Duties Extension Proclamation, 1920,’’ which pro- 
vides that the duties of Customs and Excise imposed by the 
“Customs Amendment and Excise Duties Extension Pro- 
clamation, 1915,’”? as amended by subsequent Laws, shall 
continue in operation in Northern Rhodesia until 3lst 
July, 1921, but shall lapse on that date unless provision to 
the contrary shall have been made in accordance with law. 








FOREIGN. 


FRENCH ESTABLISHMENTS IN _ INDIA. 
EXPORT OF INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY 
PROHIBITED. 

The ‘Journal Officiel’? (Paris) for Ist October contains & 
Decree, dated 17th September, which prohibits the exporta- 
tion from the French Establishments in India of industria 
machinery of any kind. Exceptions from this eee 
may be accorded on conditions to be determined by the 
Minister for the Colonies. 

















2 1920 


——__ 


GES 


Ollectors 
erred to 
che Same 
Icate to 
DY duly 
Canned 


TON 


hes the 
r use in 
ot, with 
or until 


luations 
ramme, 


mes, 
219 
203 


420 
433 


31] 
44] 


32() 
454 


138 
21 
030 
930) 


uorem, 


rate of 


D. 
, 1920, 


cporta- 


f 27th 
ns and 
h pro- 
by the 
1 Pro- 
, shall 
il 3st 
jon to 
h law. 


DIA. 


ains 4 
porta- 
istrial 
bition 
Vy the 





QoroBER 7, 1920. THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


439 








ee 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS ANB TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 
GERMANY. 





IMPORTATION OF GAME AND POULTRY 
AND CERTAIN ANIMAL PRODUCTS 
WITHOUT LICENCE. 

The ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ for 25th September con- 
tains two Ministerial Orders, dated 20th September, in 
virtue of Which the following products may be imported 
‘ato Germany without licence on and after 25th September. 
(The following items should, therefore, be added to the 
“Jmport Tree List,’? a translation of which was 
yblished at pages 414-5 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
for 18th March last. | 
No. in German 
Customs Tariff. 

107 Geese, hens, ducks and other live poultry. 








ex 125 Live game, furred and feathered (including 
tame rabbits). 
ez 111 Furred game, dead, even if cut up; entrails 
of furred game, edible. 
ex 112 Feathered game, dead, even if cut up; 
entrails of feathered game, edible. 
er 161 Blood of cattle. 
er 108 Entrails of cattle, edible, fresh, even frozen, 
simply prepared (salted, etc.), not in her- 
metically sealed receptacles. 
ex 157 Intestines of cattle. 
LUXEMBURG. 
EXPORTATION OF MARES AND FOALS 
PROHIBITED. 


With reference to the notice at page 328 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’ for 9th September, giving a list of articles 
which might be exported from the Grand Duchy of Luxem- 
burg without licence, it should be noted that the exporta- 
tion of mares and foals from Luxemburg has been prohibited 
as from 8th September, by a Grand Ducal Decree, dated 
ith September. The Director-General of Agriculture may 
make exceptions to this prohibition. 


MADAGASCAR. 


MODIFICATION OF * CO-EFFICIENTS 
INCREASE.” 

Two Arrétés of the Governor-General of Madagascar and 
Dependencies, dated 2lst April, and publishe@ in the 
‘Journal Officiel de Madagascar”’ for 24th April, promul- 
gate, in Madagascar and its Dependencies, the French 
Presidential Decrees of 10th January and 3rd February, 
1920, which modified the ‘‘ co-efficients of increase ’’ applic- 
able to the import duties on tinplate, cardboard, hydraulic 
engines, fireproof products, velvets, and plushes, and 
dynamo armatures, ete. 

The Decrees as promulgated in Madagascar are identical 
with those covered by the notices in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 12th and 19th February, pages 240 and 275 
respectively, 








OF 





MEXICO. 


EXPORT DUTY ON RAW COTTON. 

The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Chargé 
Affaires at Mexico translation of a Decree, dated 18th 
August, which fixes, as from lst September, the duty on 
taw cotton, ginned or unginned, exported from Mexico at 
9 centavos per kilog gross weight. 


NEW CALEDONIA (French). 
TAX ON PLAYING CARDS. 


The “Journal Officiel’? (Paris) for 1st October contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 13th September, approving a 
Deliberation of the Council of New Caledonia which pro- 
vides for the establishment of an internal consumption duty 
on playing cards, whether imported into or manufactured 
in the Colony. The rate of the duty is as follows :— 

On French cards: — 

Per pack of more than 36 cards, 2 francs. 
' Per pack of 36 cards or less, 1 franc 50 cents. 
On foreign cards : — 
Per pack of any number of cards, 2 francs. 
® tax on imported cards is payable at the same time 
18 the Customs import duty. 


a=, 
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EXPORT DUTY ON MEAT PRESERVES AND 
TALLOW.. 


The same issue of the ‘Journal Officiel’’ contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 16th September, which provides 
for the levying of a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem (at the 
port of exportation) on meat preserves, meat extracts, and 
tallow exported from New Caledonia. 


NORWAY. 
IMPORTATION OF ‘‘ PROHIPITED”’ GOODS. 


In the recent notices in this ‘‘Journal’’ regarding the 
prohibition of the importation of certain ‘‘luxury’’ goods 
into Norway, it was pointed out that the prohibition was 
not applieable to such goods as could be shown to have been 
‘‘shipped to Norway before midnight on 18th August.’’ The 
Board of Trade have now received information from H.M. 
Minister at Christiania to the effect that this phrase is 
interpreted to mean that goods which were loaded upon a 
railway wagon, e.g., in South Germany, Austria, or 
America, for transporting to the coast and for forwarding 
from the coast by ship, may be imported without special 
permission when it is proved that the loading upon the 
railway wagon took place before midnight on 18th August. 
The same ruling applies to goods which were loaded at an 
overseas port before the time mentioned, provided that the 
goods had been sent from the overseas port in question 
addressed to the Norwegian importer, even if they had 
been despatched in transit, via a Kuropean port, and may 
possibly have been lying there for a time. 

The above ruling applies, of course, to the list of goods 
noted at page 259 of the ‘Journal’ for 26th August. The 
same principle will, however, presumably be also applied-to 
the further list of goods given in the ‘‘Journal’’ for 16th 
September, as being prohibited to be imported unless shipped 
before midnight on 10th September. 











IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS, ANIMAL 
PRODUCTS AND FODDER PROHIBITED. 


H.M. Minister at Christiania reports by telegraph that, 
with a view to avoiding the introduction of foot-and-mouth 
disease into Norway, the Norwegian Government have pro- 
hibited the importation of the following products :— 

Hides and skins (including those dry and salted). 
Fresh meat (except from Sweden and Denmark). 
Grass, hay and straw (except from Sweden). 

Dogs and other predatory animals. 

Poultry. 

Dispensations from the prohibition may be granted by the 
competent Government authority. 





PROHIBITION OF RE-EXPORTS WITHDRAWN. 

The Norwegian Ministry of Finance and Customs has 
notified that goods which have reached Norway, but have 
not been passed through the Customs and released for con- 
sumption in Norway, may, until further notice, be re- 
exported to foreign countries without it being necessary to 
obtain special permission from the competent authorities. 
This ruling represents a change in the previous practice, 
inasmuch as goods, the exportation of which from Norway 
was prohibited, have not, hitherto, been permitted to pass 
through the country in transit unless the bills of lading or 
transport documents clearly indicated that such goods were 
destined for such transit at the time when they were 
despatched from the port or place of origin. 

{Note.—Information regarding Norwegian export pro- 
hibitions was given in the notice at pages 228-9 of the 
‘‘Board of Trade Journal” for 19th August. | 





PORTUGAL. 


CERTAIN SACKS EXEMPTED FROM IMPORT 
DUTY. 


The “Diario do Governo’”’ (Lisbon) for 23rd September 
contains a Decree (No. 6965), of the same date, which pro- 
vides for the duty-free admission of sacks destined for the 
packing of agricultural manures imported by Agricultural 
Syndicates or their Federations. 


PROHIRITION ON THE EXPORTATION OF 
PINE SEEDS SUSPENDED. 

With reference to the notice at page 75 of the ‘Board of 

Trade Journal’ for 15th July announcing the prohibition 

ef the exportation of pine seeds from Portugal, the ‘‘Diario 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


— 





do Governo’’ for 22nd September contains a Decree (No. 
6957) of the same date, which suspends this prohibition until 


28th February, 1921. 





SPAIN. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
at page 261 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 26th 
August, it should be noted that the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’’ for 
30th September contains a Royal Order, dated 29th Sep- 
tember, which fixes at 29°18 per cent., for the month of 
October, the rate of surcharge in respect of import and 
export duties, Customs fines, etc., paid in Spanish silver 


coins or in notes of the Bank of Spain. 





SWEDEN. 





IMPORTATION OF JAPANESE SHAVING 
BRUSHES PROHIBITED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Stockholm reports that, 
under «a Swedish Koyal Decree (No. 155) of April last, the 
importation into Sweden of shaving brushes manufactured 
in, or exported from, Japan is now prohibited. Shaving 
brushes which have arrived in Sweden may not be delivered 
from the Customs unless a certificate to the effect that the 
brushes have not been manufactured in Japan nor exported 


from that country is produced to the Customs authorities. 


This certificate 1s to be issued by the manufactuier or ex- 
porter and attested (with reference to the trustworthiness 
of the manufacturer and exporter) by a Swedish Consul or 


public authority in the country of manufacture or export. 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 
-ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


BILL TO SUSPEND CERTAIN EXPORT 
AND IMPORT DUTIES. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires reports, by 
telegraph, that a’Bill has been passed by the Argentine 
Chamber of Representatives, and is now before the Senate, 
providing for the suspension, for one year, of the export 
duty on wool (washed and unwashed), ox hides, horse hides, 
and sheep skins, and for the exemption of the following 
goods from import Customs duty :—Coarse woollen cloth for 
the manufacture of articles of clothing, and industrial pro- 
ducts directly intended for the local manufacture of thick 
cloth for clothing. 











CHILE. 


| 


PROPOSED INCREASED EXPORT DUTY ON 
BORIC ACID AND BORATES. 


H.M. Minister at*Santiago reports by cable that a Bill 
has been introduced into the Chilean Congress doubling 
the export duty on boric acid and borates. 

The present export duty on these products is at the rate 
of 10 pesos, gold, per metric ton. 


———— 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 











Dues and Charges on Shipping in British Ports. Edited 
by Robert Ritherdon. 30s. net. George Philip and Son. 

This work has been prepared to form a companion 
volume to ‘‘ Dues and Charges on Shipping in Foreign 
and Colonial Ports,’’ which is now in its sixteenth edition. 
Arrangements were entered into to produce this volume 
immediately before the outbreak of war, which event, 
however, made the coliection of the necessary informa- 
tion impossible. Its production now has been rendered 
somewhat difficult and prolonged by the large number of 
Bills introduced into Parliament for the purpose of 
obtaining sanction to the increase of rates and charges 
necessitated by the enormously increased expenses caused 
by enhanced rates of wages, etc. 


—_— 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseg 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number an 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
— of Overseas Trade, except where otherwiy 
stated. 






























































































BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


ELECTRIC MOTORS, CIRCULAR WOOD SAWS, SMALL 
TOOLS, MACHINE TOOLS, MACHINERY, ETC.—A large 
firm of importers in Australia require agencies for electric 
motors, both direct and alternating currents, electric lighting 
sets suitable for house and farm work, concrete mixers, circular 
wood saws, all kinds of engineers’ and mechanics’ small tools 
and hand tools, engineers’ machine tools, woodworking 
machinery, milling cutters, and any other lines used in the 
engineering or allied trades. Stocks will be carried of suitable 
lines. The firm has buying offices in London and will pay cash, 
(Reference No. 442. 

ARTISTS’ AND ARCHITECTS’ MATERIALS. PICTURE 
FRAMES, OILMEN’S STORES, ETC.—A Melbourne firm, 
established for over half a century, desire to secure the representa- 
tion of United Kingdom manufacturers of painters’ cutlery, whit- 
ing, chalk and waxes (all kinds), brushes (all kinds), oilmen’s 
stores, dry colours, artists’ materials, architects’ materials, artists’ 
paper (all kinds), artists’ canvas for painting, paper hangings, 
school requisites, pictures (unframed), metal and wood picture 
frames, shellac, coach colours, and enamels. The local firm 
prefer to conduct their business on an indent purchase basis, 
calling on the wholesale trade, with whom they are understood 
to have good connections throughout the Commonwealth. (Refer- 
ence No. 443.) 

ANILINE DYES, GUMS, OILS, VARNISHES, ETC.—A well- 
known firm, with offices in Melbourne, Victoria, desire to secure 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of aniline dyes, 
gums (all kinds), varnish (coachbuilders’ and general), and oils 
(mineral and vegetable), on an indent purchase basis. The enquir- 
ing firm have been established for sixty years, and are understood 
to have sound connections in trade circles throughout the Com. 
monwealth. (Reference No. 444.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department gi Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

MACHINERY AND ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES.—the 
Officer-in-Charge of the Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner, Melbourne, has forwarded copies of specifications, condi- 
tions of contract, and forms of tender in connection with a call 














for tenders by the Victorian Government Railways for the supply 
and delivery of the following machinery, etc. :— 
Contract No. 55409.—Three-Core Cable. 
Tenders close 13th October.* (Melbourne.) 
Contract No. 33548.—Duplex Boring and Turning Machine. 
Contract No. 33551.—Electric Hoists. 
Tenders close on 20th October. (Melbourne.) 
Contract No. 33344.—One 7ft. High Speed Radial Drilling 
Machine. 
Contract No. 35559.—Plate Shearing Machines. 
Contract No. 33544.—Cotton Serving Machine. 
Tenders close lst December.* (Melbourne.) 
Contract No. 33542.—Cast Steel Wheel Centres. 
Contract No. 33545.—Signal Roundells and Glasses. 
Contract No. 33547.—Three-Position Polyphase Relays. 
Contract No. 33351.—Combination Turret Lathes. 
Tenders close on 8th December.* (Melbourne.) 

Tenders will be received by the Victorian Railway Commis- 
sioners, Spencer Street, Melbourne, up to the time specified for 
the closing of tenders. Tenders must be accompanied by a pre 
liminary deposit of 4 per cent. of the amount of the offers. Local 
representation is necessary. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Department. of Overseas 
Trade (Room 59), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 8.W.1, and 
at the Enquiry Office of the Department, 73, Basinghall! Street, 
London, ECS 

RAILWAY MOTORS.—The Officer-in-Charge has also for- 
warded specifications, etc., in connection with a call for tenders 
by the State Coal Mines Department (Victorian Railways Com- 
missioners) for the supply and delivery of two railway motors 0 
from 50 h.p. to 75 bh p., with control gear and spares. (Contract 
No. 507.) 

Tenders will be received up to 10th November,” by the Géneral 
Manager, State Coal Mines, Wonthaggi, Victoria. Tenders = 
be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 2} per cent. of the 
amount of the offer. Local representation is necessary. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Department of Overseas 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Trade (oom 59), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, 
and at the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
73 Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. kD a 
) PLANT AND MACHINERY FOR W ATERWORKS.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Sydney has forwarded copies of the speci- 
tions, general conditions of tender, and tender forms in con- 
° tion with a call for tenders by the Department of Public 
Works New South Wales, for the supply and delivery of the 
indermentioned plant and machinery required for Hume Reser- 
voir Dam :— - | : 

(1) Electrically-operated Stiff-leg Derrick Cranes. 

(2) Electric Winches. | . 

3) Belt Conveyor and Chuting Plant. 

(4) Steam Travelling Cranes. | 

(5) One 225 b.h.p. Steam Engine. 

(6) Centrifugal and High Lift Pumps. ae 

'7) Jet Condensing Plant, Feed Pumps, and Feed Water 

- . Bheater. | 

Tenders will be received by the President of the Board, Depart- 
ment of Public Works, Sydney, up to lst November. Tenders 
‘or amounts between £500 and £1,000 must be accompanied by 
a deposit of £10, whilst for tenders amounting to £1,000 and 
aver the deposit is to be 1 per cent. of the total amount (maximum 

it £500). 

yl of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
suited by British firms interested at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 59), 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, and 
at the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


*Nore.—It will be observed that the time for the receipt of 
tenders is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use 
only to firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be 


instructed by cable. 





BRITISH INDIA. 

CEMENT, GLASS BOTTLES, GLASSWARE, PAINTS AND 
VARNISH, BUILDING MATERIALS, ETC.—A merchant firm 
in Karachi, with offices in the United Kingdom, are desirous of 
securing agencies for the districts of Sind, Punjab, and_Baluchis- 
tan for the following lines :—Cement, class bottles (soda water), 
slassware, zephyr wool, colours, paints and varnishes electrical 
goods, sewing thread, soap, building materials and fittings. 
‘Reference No. 445.) - 
METALS, HARDWARE, BOILERS, MACHINERY AND 
\ILL STORES.—A sound and progressive engineering firm in 
Calcutta desire to represent British manufacturers in India and 
Burma for the following lines:—Metals, hardware, boilers, 
ag machinery, and stores for collieries and mills. (Reference 
No. 446. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BRITISH INDIA, BURMA, CEYLON. 

LENSES, FRAMES AND CASES (SPECTACLES, ETC.) ; 
SURVEYING, MATHEMATICAL AND NAUTICAL INSTRU- 
VENTS, THERMOMETERS, CAMERAS, GRAMOPHONES, 
ETC.—A wholesale agent, with 25 years’ business experience in 
India, is about to open up _ headquarters in Calcutta, 
and wishes to get into touch with manufacturers who desire 
a sole agent for lenses, frames and cases (spectacles, eyeglasses, 
etc.); surveying, mathematical and nautical instruments, 
binnacle lamps, etc.; thermometers of all kinds; photographic 
cameras, plates, etc.; and cheap gramophones. he enquirer 
is at present in England, and desires that the names of interested 
United Kingdom firms should be submitted to him. (Reference 
No. 447.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





BRITISH INDIA AND THE FAR EAST. 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED —A business man of high 


standing in Calcutta offers his services as manager or representa- 
tive, for first-class manufacturers of general lines suitable for 
Eastern markets. Territory to be covered—India, Burma, 
Ceylon, and the Far East. 

The applicant, who has an intimate knowledge of these markets, 
has an excellent record, and an exceptional experience of selling 
organisation. He is prepared to come to the United Kingdom, 
if necessary, to complete negotiations. Full details of record 
and copies of references may be seen at the Department of Over- 
seas Trade. (Reference No. 448.) 





CANADA. 


SILKS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver desires to obtain 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of silks 
in the piece, and made up lines (blouses, skirts, etc.), on a com- 
mission basis, for Western Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario to 
Victoria, B.C.). (Reference No. 448a.) 

ADVERTISING NOVELTIES, FENAMELLED METAL 
SIGNS, TRANSPARENCIES.—A British manufacturers’ agent, 
established in Montreal, wishes to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of advertising novelties, enamelled 
metal signs, and transparencies, on a commission or sales basis, 


for the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. (Reference No. 449.) 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Mon- 
treal, with good connections and references, desires tu obtain tne 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton piece- 

oods, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 450.) 

SPRING STEEL FOR POCKET KNIVES.—A company of 
manufacturers in Ontario, having recently obtained factory 
premises for the manufacture of pocket knives, desire to obtain 
supplies of pocket knife back spring steel, and wish to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers who can promise 
good deliveries. (Reference No. 4651.) 

SLATE.—A firm in Torento require slate for electrical pur- 
poses, and would be glad to receive catalogues and prices from 
United Kingdom firms. The quantity of slate required would 
depend upon prices and the ability of United Kingdom suppliers 
to make reasonable deliveries. (Reference No. 452.) 

GLASSWARE, POTTERY, ETC.—A firm of dealers in 
Ontario are enquiring for catalogues and price lists of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of all grades of glassware, earthenware, 
pottery, and crockery. The quantities of goods they require will 
depend on prices and delivery dates. (Reference No. 453.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—An United Kingdom firm of 
manufacturing chemists, who have maintained an office’ in 
Toronto for many years, wish to secure the representation in 
Canada of United Kingdom manufacturers of druggists’ sundries 
such as tooth, hair and nail brushes, combs, teats and soothers, 
on a commission basis for the whole of Canada. 

The Toronto house already represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of proprietary medicines, medicinal herbs, medical 
appliances, etc., and are favourably placed to sell the additional 
lines required. (Reference No. 454.) 

HARDWARE, TWINES, ROPE, SPORTING GOODS.—A 
firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal, with considerable 
experience in the hardware and allied trades, wish to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, 
twines, rope and sporting goods on a commission basis for the 
whole of Eastern Canada. (Reference No. 455.) 

MEN’S WEAR.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal] desires 
to represent United Kingdom suppliers of men’s wear; such items 
as shirts, pyjamas, knitted and silk neckwear. dressing robes, 
mufflers and gloves, are especially desired. The applicant is 
prepared to accept agencies on a commission, sales or consign- 
ment basis. for all. or anv part of Canada. (Reference No. 456.) 

UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, ETC., WOOLLENS, WORSTEDS. 
—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of underwear, 
hosiery, etc., Scotch woollens and worsteds, on a commission 
basis, for the Province of Ontario, or the whole of Canada. 
(Reference No. 457.) 

Applications for names and addresses; must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

PHONOGRAPH PARTS, CLOCK MOVEMENTS, ETC.—A 
Canadian firm is desirous of obtaining phonograph parts, including 
motors, tone arms, and other metal parts, and also movements 
for hall clocks with chimes. They invite catalogues and prices 
from United Kingdom manufacturers. 








NEW ZEALAND. 


FOODSTUFFS, HARDWARE, AND HEAVY CHEMI- 
CAIS.—An Auckland firm of commission agents desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom supplies of groceries hardware, heavy 
chemicals, soft goods, and raw materials for all manufacturing 
concerns. They propose to deal entirely with wholesale buyers 
in the Dominion, and wish to hold agencies on a commission basis, 
ee payable on all New Zealand business. (Reference 
No. 458.) 

TEXTILES, CARPETS, BOOKBINDERS’ CLOTHS, 
BOOTS AND SHOES, LEATHER, LINOLEUM. ETC.—A 
Dunedin firm desires to get into communication with British 
manufacturers of hosiery, woollens, carpets of all kinds, book- 
binders’ cloths, boots and shoes, leather of all kinds, tailors’ but- 
tons, furniture coverings (tapestry, moquette or velvets), linoleum, 
felts for cow covers, collar checks, etc., with a view to repre- 
senting them in the Dominion. The Dunedin firm claim to have 
good connections with the wholesale and large retail buyers, and 
would prefer to represent actual manufacturers on a commission 
basis. They would not object, however, to handling goods on 
consignment, and are willing to guarantee all accounts opened. 
(Reference No. 459.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

STEEL-PLATE GIRDER SPANS.—H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner in New Zealand has forwarded copies of the specification, 
form of tender, and plans in connection with a call for tenders 
by the Public Works Department, Wellington, for the manu- 
facture, supply and delivery of steel-plate girder spans for the 
Bealey River Bridge, Midland Railway (Arthur’s Pass Section). 

Specifications, etc.. may be seen on application at Public Works 
Offices, Auckland, Christchurch, Dunedin, and at the Depart- 
ment, Wellington. 

Tenders will be received at the Public Works Department, 
Wellington, up to 10th November. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Copies of the above-mentioned specification, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westmin- 
ster, S.W.1. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in New Zealand, who can be instructed by 
cable. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

ENGINEERING AND MINING SUPPLIES.—A Johannes- 
burg engineer and machinery merchant, at present in this country, 
desires to secure the agencies of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of the following lines :—Asbestos “sae rubber goods, belting. 
tools. files, vices, boiler tubes, fire bars, copper wire, dog spikes, 
drills (twist), saws, graphite greases, hammers, screens, bolts 
and nuts, nails, rails, hose, acetylene lamps, concrete mixing 
machines, and colliery plant. (Reference No. 460.) 

CLOTHING, COTTON PIECE-GOODS, AND TOWEL- 
LINGS.—A Cape Town manufacturers’ agent, at present in this 
eountrv, desires to secure agencies for South Africa of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of women’s coats, costumes and cotton 
underclothing, also for cotton piece-goods and towellings. (Refer- 
ence No. 461.) 

RAILWAY MATERIAL.—A member of a well-known Johan- 
nesburg firm, mining and machinery agents, 1s at present in this 
country, and desires to secure the agencies of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of railway material, particularly «carriages and 
all-steel trucks. (Reference No. —. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
Union of South African Government Trade Commissioner, 90, 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 

MACHINERY, HARDWARE, MOTOR-CARS, TEXTILES, 
CUTLERY, GLASSWARE, ENAMELLEDWARE, LEATHER 
GOODS. FANCY GOODS, PIANOS, CARPETS, TOYS, 
STATIONERY, SUNDRIES, ETC.—A former British Army 
Captain (Guards) with well-known South African family business 
name of over a hundred years’ standing, making annual trips to 
and from that country, is at present in London, and is return- 
ing to South Africa on 22nd October. 

e is prepared to represent or act as agent on a commission 
basis for manufacturing firms of good selling lines for the above- 
mentioned merchandise. 

All the principal towns throughout the Union of South Africa, 
Rhodesia, British East Africa, and former German Colonies are 
covered personally. 

Highest Government and business references, connections, and 
qualifications. 

Replies should be addressed to the South African Government 
Trade Commissioner at above address. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES, GUIANAS, ETC. 


DRY GOODS, MEN’S HATS, BOOTS AND SHOES, 
BUILDERS’ MATERIALS, SOAP.—A firm at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, who are now opening branches in Jamaica, British 
Guiana and Barbados with the view of covering the whole of the 
British and French West Indies, and British and Dutch Guiana, 
desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of tweeds, 
serges, linen and cotton goods, etc., men’s hats, boots and shoes, 
builders’ materials, paints, varnishes, laundry, toilet soap, etc. 
(Reference No. 462.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


STEAMER FOR THE UPPER WHITE NILE DIVISION.— 
H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt has forwarded a copy of the 
specification, conditions of contract, and form of tender in con- 
nection with a call for tenders by the Ministry of Public Works, 
Egypt, for the supply and delivery of a steamer for the Upper 
White Nile Division, of which the main divisions are: 


Length 100 ft. 

Breadth 24 ft. 

Depth 5 ft. 

Draught 3 ft. 

Speed 10 land miles per hour in still water. 





The steamer must be stern wheel steam driven by cross com- 
pound engines fitted with piston valves and designed with a long 
stroke to drive at a speed not exceeding eighteen revolutions 
per minute. 

Tenders will be received up to Ist December by the Director- 
General, Mechanical Department, Ministry of Public Works, 
Cairo. Tenders must be accompanied by a provisional deposit 
of 2 per cent. of the total value of the offer. 

The ahove-mentioned copy of the specifications, etc. may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of 
ee of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 





ee SE cence . 





——— 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 

; TIN PLATE.—A well-established manufacturing company 

St. John’s, Newfoundland, wish to receive quotations for 1 

coke tin plates, the principal size being 28 by 20. ae 

be strictly competitive. (Reference No. 463.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent. to th 

Department of Overseas Trade. . 


‘EUROPE. 


Irian 
Prices mys 








BELGIUM. 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A British 4 
established in Brussels desires to secure the agency, for the er 
of Belgium, of United Kingdom firms manufacturing the a 
goods. (Reference No. 464.) on 
HIGH-CLASS BOOTS AND SHOES.—A Belgian residing a 
Charleroi desires to secure an agency, with depot, or on anc 
sion, for United Kingdom firms manufacturing high-class ‘wired 
and shoes. Correspondence in French. (Reference No, 465.) ¢ 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS AND YARN 
A Frenchman residing in Brussels desires to obtain an agency 
- ee for the whole of Belgium, of United Kiegie 

rms manufacturing or exporting cotton and woollen pi 
and yarns. (Reference No 466.) a a ace geeme 

Applications for names and addresse I 

sg c S ¢ : »sses must 2 se 
Department of Overseas Trade. = 








LATVIA, 

COTTON-WOOL AND WADDING.—A Riga firm (Britis, 
owned) is desirous of obtaining the agency for a good British 
firm for cotton-wool and wadding. The wadding is required { 
use 1n manufacture of clothing. etc., as padding, and not ot 
medicinal purposes. (Reference No. 467.) ~ — 

TEXTILE AND SOFT GOODS.—A firm in Riga desire { 
obtain agencies for textiles and soft goods. The firm will la 
~ we their own account. (Reference No. 463. ) af 

Applications for names and addresses must | 
Department of Overseas Trade. a 


NETHERLANDS, . 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY.—A well-known firm of whole. 
sale dealers in machinery at The Hague desire to obtain an 
agency, for Holland, for British manufacturers of technical and 
electrical articles and machinery. (Reference No. 469.) 

TEXTILES.—A well-known firm of wholesale merchants at 
Amsterdam desire to represent, in Holland, British manufac. 
i various — such as cotton, linen, woollens, worsteds 
pile fabrics, velvets, silks, linings, fl Is 2 | 
Mstemene tke ab g annels, flannelettes, etc. 

WOMEN’S COATS AND COSTUMES.—A firm of wholesale 
a. —_ at a desire the representation, for 

oliand, of Britisn manufacturers of women’s coats ¢ | 
(Reference No a7} men’s coats and costumes. 

Applications for names and addresses must | 
Department of Overseas Trade. a ae 








or, 

MITATION JEWELLERY, WOOLLENS, BLINDS, HARD- 
WARE, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General, Barcelona, reports that a 
firm of commission agents in that town desire to secure agencies 
for British firms manufacturing imitation jewellery, woollens, 
blinds, metal parts for travelling requisites, and hardware in 
general. (Reference No. 472.) 

a ELECTRIC TRAMWAY CONCESSION OFFERED.—The 

Gaceta de Madrid,’’ of 22nd September. notifies that tenders 
will be opened on 20th November at the Department of Public 
Works of the Spanish Ministry of Development (‘‘ Fomento ”, 
for the construction and working, for a period of 60 years, of an 
electric tramway from Los Cafios to San Fausto de Chapela, form- 
ing an extension of the tramway system of Vigo. 

Construction work must be commenced within three months 
from the date of the publication of the award of the concession, 
and completed within 18 months. At least five motor coaches 
will be required for the opening of the line. 

An option on the concession is held by the 
Anénima Tranvias Eléctricos de Vigo.”’ ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ae Compaiiia 





SPAIN (Canary Islands). 

FERTILISERS. FLOUR AND GRAIN, FRUIT PACKING 
MATERIALS, TEXTILES, ETC.—H.M. Consul. Las Palmas. 
reports that a commission agent of that town is desirous of 
representing British firms dealing in’ chemical manures and 
fertilisers, flour and grain. fruit packing materials, nails, and 
textiles. (Reference No. 473.) ° | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


AFRICA. 








ALGERIA. 


COAL, ETC.—An active French firm. established in Algeria, 
desires to obtain an agency for coal. The firm are prepared 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





jeal on a consignment basis and commission on tonnage sold. 
They also wish to act on a commission basis for British exporters 
of manufactured goods of every description including sugar. or- 
respondence - English or French. (Reterence _ 474. ) h 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MOROCCO. 

TEXTILES, COFFEE, TEA, SPICES, ETC.—A general com- 
mission agent, established in Melilla, desires to obtain sole 
,cencies, for Spanish Morocco, for textiles of all kinds, kmittea 
soods, such as vests, pants, stockings, etc.; also coilee, tea, 
0 De & 1g 
spices and general smallwares. Correspondence in Spanish. 
(Reference No. 474a.) 

Applications tor names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


MINERALS.—An American firm of chemical engineers and 
commercial chemists at San Francisco, California, wish to get 
into touch with United Kingdom exporters of ores and minerals, 
with a view to acting as their representatives. (Reference 
No. 475.) | 

POTTERY (CHINA, EARTHENWARE, ETC.).—A San 
Francisco firm desires to get into touch with | British manu- 
facturers of pottery, with a view to obtaining agencies for 
china, earthenware, dinnerware and teapots, on a commission 
basis, for the Pacific Coast districts. (Reference No. 476.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








HAWAII. 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE, BRITISH PERFUMES, 
TOILET ARTICLES, SOAPS, TEXTILES, PRESERVED 
FOODS, BISCUITS, INK, ETC., AND AGRICULTURAL 


\VACHINERY.—A British firm in Honolulu wishes to increase 
its imports of British goods. United Kingdom manufacturers 
interested in that market may obtain further particulars by 
applying to the Department of Overseas Trade. (Reference No. 
77.) 

Applications for names and addresses must 
Tepartment of Overseas Trade. 


be sent to the 


LATIN AMERICA. 








BRAZIL. 
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, ENAMELLED HOLLOW- 
WARE, ALUMINIUM WARE, AUTOMOBILES AND 


ACCESSORIES, AND YARNS.—A Brazilian firm of coffee com- 
missioners and manufacturers’ representatives in Santos, with 
representatives in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, desire to secure 
the representation of British merchants or manufacturers of agri- 
cultural implements, enamelled hollow-ware, aluminium ware, 
automobiles and accessories, and cotton, silk, and woollen yarns. 
(Reference No. 478.) 

RAW JUTE, CEMENT, WIRE, LIGHT CHEMICALS, AND 
PAPER.—An Italian firm of commission agents in Rio de 
Janeiro, who also buy for their own account, desire to secure 
a buying agent in England for the purchase, in particular, of 
raw jute, cement, wire, light chemicals, and paper. (Reference 
No. 479.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CHILE. 


ALUMINIUM WARE.—A British-Italian firm of general com- 
mission agents in Chile desire to secure an agency for a good 
maker of aluminium ware. (Reference No. 480.) 

TEXTILES.—A Spanish commission agent, established in 
Valparaiso for about three years, desires to take up agencies 
for British manufacturers of the following textiles :—White and 
unbleached cotton, shirting, and sheeting; cotton drills; suitings: 
woollen dress goods; silk dress goods: sateens and linings; 
flanels; cotton prints, zephyrs; khaki drill; cotton duck, canvas, 
covers twine etc. etc. Correspondence may be in English though 
Spanish is preferred. (Reference No. 481.) 

Applications for names and addresses must 


be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CHILE, PERU, ARGENTINA, 


FOODSTUFFS CANNED GOODS, SOAP, PERFUMES, ETC. 
—A British agent domiciled in Buenos Aires, with 10 years’ 
experience of Chile, Peru, and the Argentine, and a fluent know- 
ledge of Spanish, desires to represent British firms who are 
Interested in the export of foodstuffs, canned goods, soaps, per- 
umes, etc. (Reference No. 482.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





PERU. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE, SACKS, PAINTS, CHEMICALS, 
TEXTILES, FOODSTUFFS, ETC.—A Peruvian commission 
agent is desirous of representing British firms in the following 
lines :—Builders’ hardware, sacks, bags, and twine, paints, indus- 
trial chemicals, linseed oil, textiles, whiskey, and foodstuffs. 
(Reference No. 483.) 

CATALOGUES AND PRICE LISTS WANTED.—A firm of 
merchants and agents in Southern Peru are desirous of getting 
into touch with British firms interested in this market, and will 
be glad to receive catalogues and price lists. (Reference No. 484.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





URUGUAY. 

GOODS IN DEMAND.—A Spanish buying agent domiciled 
in London for a Uruguayan firm desires to get into touch with 
firms dealing in the following articles :-— 

WOODS, ETC.—American and Canadian, Scandinavian, 
ete.; soft and hardwoods, strawboards, leatherboards, straw 
covers, etc. 

PAPER, ETC.—News paper in sheets, 
enamelled box lining paper, litho, printing, 
tinfoil. 

IRON, STEEL, ETC.—Sectional iron and stee! bars; fencing, 
nail, spring and stitching wire; corrugaied sheets, lead-coated 
steel sheets, and tin plates. 

GLASS.—Window glass, bevelled silvered glass plates, wine 
and medicine bottles. 

HESSIANS, ETC.—Calcutta hessians (gunny), waterproof 
canvas, shoe canvas, twines. 

EARTHENWARE.—Domestic and sanitary earthenware in 
granite and semi-porcelain, sanitary pipes, white glazed tiles, 
majolica. ’ 

METAL GOODS.—Silver-plated, etc., goods, brass bedsteads, 
furniture fittings, electric lamps and fittings, 

GLUE, OILS, ETC.—Bone and skin glue, shellac, lubricat- 
ing oils, coconut oil, palm-kernel oil, desiccated coconut. 

CHEMICALS.—Caustic soda, soda ash, bicarbonate of soda, 
silicate of soda, bleaching powder, creosote, citric, tartaric and 
oxalic acids, whiting, dry colours, paints, carbide of calcium, 
glycerine, acetic acid, carbonate of ammonia, sulphate of copper, 
bichromate of potash, cryst. alum, white arsenic, bisulphite 
of sodium, white lead, zinc oxide. 

MACHINERY, ETC.—Woodworking and _  boxmaking 
machinery and all other articles suitable for the South American 
market, especially those for industrial purposes; pedigree 
animals; clothing, textiles, toys and cheap besten articles. 

Al] offers submitted will be forwarded to his Principals by letter 

or cable. Catalogues wanted, if possible, in Spanish or French. 

(Reference No. 485.) 


tissue 
olassine, 


paper, 
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CENTRAL AMERICA. 


JUTE BAGS, DRUGS AND CHEMICALS, GLASSWARE, 
KTC.—A British subject with extensive experience in Central 
America and at present visiting the United Kingdom, is desirous 
of obtaining agencies.for the whole of Central America for the 
following British manufactures:—Jute bags, drugs and 
chemicals, glassware and crockery. (Reference No. 486.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


—— 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION. 








PARCEL POST TO THE KINGDOM OF THE 
SERBS, CROATS AND SLOVENES. 


Parcels (except those containing certain “‘luxury’’ and 
similar articles) may now be sent by post to the Kingdom of 
the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. 

The rates of postage are as follows: — 


s. d. 
For a parcel not exceeding 3 Ib: in weight ............ 11 
for a parcel exceeding 3 lb. but not exceeding 7 lb.... 2 3 
For a parcel exceeding 7 lb. but not exceeding 11 Ib.... 2 7 


Such parcels may be insured up to a maximum of £20, 
and may be prepaid for ‘‘Express”’ delivery. 





FOOD SECTION. 
OCTOBER SUGAR PRICES. 


The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply announces the 
revised sugar prices for the period 4th October to 30th 
October, 1920, as under: — 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





For Manufacturing Purposes 

For Grocery Purposes. and Ships’ Stores. 
WHITE VOUCHERS ONLY. COLOURED VOUCHERS. 
Wholesale per Approved. Wholesale per 

cwt. Dis- retail cwt. Dis- 
count 14% to price per lb. count 13% to 
direct buyers. direct buyers 
CLASS. 

Castor, Icing, Pulverised .. - 118 /- /2¢d. 118 /- 

Cubes, Loaf Sugar sha - 116 /- /24d. 116 /- 
Granulated, Crystals, Crushed 
and Chips, Dry White Sugar, 
White Pieces (moist) .. as 
W.1. Grocery Crystallised, Yel- 
low Crystals, W.1. Muscovado 
(moist), Pieces (other than White) 

W.1. Grocery Syrups 


112/- /2 112/- 


Free of Free of Free of 
voucher. ration. voucher. 
Price must not exceed that fixed for 
Licensed free Sugar. 
Jellies, Knots, Lumps, and other 
low grade sugar to be sold only 
to manufacturers ix. + _ _ Uncontrolled. 

The wholesale prices quoted are those at which sugar will 
be supplied to direct purchasers by the Commission or by 
refiners. 

Wholesale dealers through whose hands sugar passes are 
entitled to the authorised margin of profit on the net cost, 
and to charge the actual cost of carriage. In addition, 
certain other charges are allowed for handling and storing, 
and for breaking bulk where the quantity to be delivered 1s 
less than that contained in the original package. 

Licensed ‘‘Free’’ Sugar.—The maximum ‘“‘reasonable’’ 
price for all licensed ‘‘Free’’ sugar from 4th October until 
30th October, 1920, has been fixed at:— 


Wholesale per cwt. 
Discount 134% 


Retail per Ib. 
for Domestic 
Preserving only. 


9 


120 /- ls. 3d. 

Syrup and Molasses will be sold by refiners at prices 
approved by the Commission. 

Vouchers for Period 11, commencing 4th October, 1920, 

and until further notice, may be fulfilled at the following 


maximum rates :— 
COLOUR. ©, of face value. 
White .. - = - — ‘6 - _ 200°% 
Blue-green, vellow and green ' - - ‘a 100°, 
Blue (general manufacturers) si ‘“ ns - 400°5 
Brown (wholesale jam manufacturers) 500°, 
Salmon (small jam manufacturers) 100°, 
Pink (mineral water manufacturers) 300°, 








—S—_—_ 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 
Publications relating to trade, industry, etc., recently issued 
by H.M. Stationery OUtfice, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2. (Post-free prices are in parenthesis.) 


Admiralty Book of Flags of all Nations. Errata No. 3. 
chasers of the Book.) 

Admiralty. Naval Intelligence Division: 

A Manual of Alsace-Lorraine. (88. 04d.) 

A Handbook of Mexico. With separate case of Maps, post free lls. 3d. 

A Handbook of Roumania (35s. 34d.) 

A Handbook of Serbia, Montenegro, Albania and Adjacent Parts of 
Greece. (8s.) 

A Manual of Portuguese East Africa. (8s. 2d.) 

Vocabularies. English, German, Magyar, Serbian, Bulgarian, Roumanian, 
Greek, Turkish. (38s. 83d.) 

Vocabularies. English, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Armenian, Kurdish 

and Syriac. (3s. 93d.) 

Aeronautical Research Council. Internal Combustion Engine Sub-Com- 
mittee Reports. No. 49. December, 1918. Notes on the “ Break” of 
a Magneto. (5d.) 

Assurance Companies. Return. Statements of Assurance Business under 
the Schedules of the Assurance Companies Act, 1909. (£3.) 

Board of Trade. Instructions to Surveyors. Load Line. LL. 11. (New 
edition.) August, 1920. (4s. 13d.) 

Denmark. Report on the Past-War Economie and Industrial Situation 
of. [Cmd. 955.] (5}<.) 

Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. ‘‘Red Books’ of the 
British Fire Prevention Committee. Nos. 238 to 239. Fire Tests with 


Floors. (is. 7}d. and 2s. : 
East India (Progress and Conditions). Statement exhibiting the Moral 
and Material Progress and Condition of India during the year 1919. 
55th. number. [Cmd. 950.] (4s. 03d.) 
Home Office. Mines. Year 1919. List of Mines in the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and the Isle of Man. (6s 7}d.) 
Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau. The Mining Laws of the British 
Empire and of Foreign Countries. Vol. I. Nigeria. (15s. 64d.) 
Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau. The Mineral Industry of the British 
Empire and Foreign Countries. Borates. (1913-1919). (103d.) 
Reports upon Openings in Industry. (Revised.) No. VI. The Leather 
Goods Trade. September, 1920. (3d.) 
Trade Boards: 
Order of the Minister of Labour confirming Rates for Female Home- 
workers in the Button-making Trade. No. 1508. (23d.) 
Onder of the Minister of Labour confirming Rates for Male and Female 
orkers in the B é Ss » Repairing ‘ i tre; ita 
ag — "ond oot and Shoe Repairing Trade in Great Britain. 
Order of the Minister of Labour confirming Rates for Male and Female 
Workers in the Shirtmaking Trade in Great Britain. No. 1630. (314.) 
Rater of see Mapister “ Labour confirming Rates for Male Workers 
in the Ready-Made an yholesale S$ ailori é i 
: Britain. No. 1482. (31d. Bespoke Tailoring Trade in Great 
ransport, Ministry of. Railway Statistics. XN - “—s 
_lsth Faly. 0908. tie. 684 \ y Statistics. No. 7. Four weeks ended 
reaty of Peace between the Allied and Associat 1 Pow 
and Protocoe! and Declaration signed at Tri oe ae ee et 
Map.) [(Cmd 896.) (2a, 4d) Trianon, June 4th, 1920. (With 
urkey. General Report on the Trade ico iti : 
7 the sear 1919. [Cmd. 942] (s, 50) and Economie conditions of. For 
we Report of Proceedings under the C iliati . 
dices I-VIII. 1914-1918. H.C. 185 and 185 ds Od) a 


West African Colonies, Handbook on the. (New edition.) (1s. 114.) 


_ — 
— 





(Gratis to pur- 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continyeg 


GENERAL SECTION. 
PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 19}9 











Licences oF RIGHT. 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘Licences of Right’’ : — 








No. and 
Year of 


| 

| Date of 
Patent. | 

| 


; m Indorse. 
Grantee. Title. ment 
ad 

Improvements in hoist- | 29-999 

| ing buckets.” | 
Howarth, T., and) **‘ Improvements in or re- | 
| 
| 





9363 /13 Atkinson, H. S. 


20968 /14 27-9-20 
another. lating to ‘ Nobles’ or | 
| like combing machines.”’’ 
109052 =| Aldrich, C. G. ‘Improvements in and 29-999 
(11931 /17) | relating to reels for | 
| | eyeglasses.” | 
Bernhard, M. Improvements in feed} 29-9-99 
devices for sewing ma- 
chines.”’ | 
‘ Improvements in carry- | 
ing and drag bags.”’ | 
‘** Improvemeits in or re- 
lating to combustion- | 
product engines.” 





112509 
(573 /17) 


133261 
(10057 /19) 
142051 
(29222 /19) 


Smith, A. W. 29-9-99 





_ Kingston, J. R. 


| 


27-9-20 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 





W. Tempte Frans, 
Comptroller-General. 


et 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 
Return of the Number o7 Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 40 weeks ended 30th September, 1920: — 7 











Week | 40 Weeks | Week | 40 Weeks 
ended | ended ended | ended 
30th Sept., 30th Sept.,//30th Sept., | 30th Sept., 
1920. | 1920. 192U. | 1920. 


EX |PORTS. 


| 








IMP ORTS. 








Jales. | Bales. | Bales. 
2,122,368 | 10,325 | 130,991 
69,282 105 | 6,835 
140,545 | 1,231 52,054 
294,733 | 247 | 154,886 
282,656 F| 182 | 18,802 


Bales. 
American 41,558 
Brazilian ; es 8 
East Indian i 3,091 
Egyptian .. - 318 
Miscellaneous 9,793*: 


Total 





55,268 12,090 | 363,568 


2,909,584 | 





* Including 137 baies British West African, 5,278 bales British 
East African and 23 bales Foreign East African. 

+t Including 7,593 bales British West Indian, 12,133 bales 
British West African, 26,733 bales British East African and 2,201 
bales Foreign East African. | 





—_—— 


CORN PRICES. 

STAVEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 2nd October, 
1920, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 





Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. 





s. d. | g. d. 

Week ended 2nd October, 1920 | | 82 
Corresponding week in— | 

1913 if 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 





moe Oooo 











* Section 6 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Core 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight of 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure th 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, an 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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